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| Friendly Reader, 1 80 


LHA is here preſented to thy View, is 
PF written in great Love, and ] deſire that 
| | the Lord by his Holy Spirit, may give thee 4 
1} right Underſtanding of the Traths herein laid 
 } down, Our Principles and Doctrine have been 
very much miſrepreſented, and many of our 
Friends Words and Writings have been wreſted © 
and miſ-conſlrued by many, who wanted Cha. 
* rity, which is the Bond of Perfection: the Apo- 
ſtle has excellently diſcribedit, in his firſt Epi- 
ſtle to the Corinthians, he ſaith, „ 
Charity ſuffereth long, and is Om 
kind, Charity envieth not, 
Charity vaunteth not it ſelf, is not puffed up, 
_ | doth not behave it ſelf unſeemly, ſeeketh 
not her own, is not eaſily provoked, think- 
eth no Evil, rejoyceth not in Iniquity, but 
rejoiceth in the Truth: Oh, that it might pre- 
vail among the Children of Men univerſally 
that ſo there might be no envying one another: 
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Cor. 10 1 | 
13.3. Goods to fee the Poor, and give my 


Body to be burned, and have not 
Charity, it profiteth me nothing. It were 


Charity is ſo far from ſpeaking Evil, or doin 15 
Evil, that it thinteth no Evil: Though 
ſaith the Apoſtle, I beſtow all my 


greatly to be deſired, that all would endeavour to 


 Bexjamun Holme. | 


OO Amſterdam the 18th of the 
 roth Month, 723. N. S 


excel therein, that ſo there might be an holy | 
Harmony among ſt the Children of Men. This 
Treatiſe being ſmall, may come into many Hands. 
. where ſome larger Books, that give a more full | 
and particular Account of our Doctrine and Princi- | 
| ples, may not come; and if the Obſervations | 
that are made on the ſeveral Heads touched up- 
on, may have the good Effett to remove Preju- 
dice, and open the Under ſtanding of the Religi- | 
ous and well-minded, it will very much anſwer \ 


the Deſir 6 of him, who wiſhes well to Thee, and ; 
n 


| | Men, who were gone aſtray from 
| him, that he has 65 ut the Spirit of his 155 
: Son into their Hearts, to be a Guide and 

| Teacherto them; it is greatly to be deſired, 
they mayall take Heed unto it, that there- 
by they may be enabled to withſtand and 
reſiſt the Enemy of their Souls, in all his 
| Temptations and Aſſaults; for it is certain, 
as Chrilt ſaid, without me you can do nothing; 
We are not able tour” the Help of 15 
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8 LOVE 


To all PEOPLE, Ve. | 


s the Lord hath been fo wonderfully 
gracious and kind to the Children of 


Gal. 4 6. 


Spirit, to reſiſt the leaſt Temptation; for 


in that Divine Light, which lig htet h 


every Man that cometh into th World, Jahn, re 9. 
giving Men and Women a Sight and Diſ- 
covery of that which is evil, there is Power 
to enable them to withſtand and reſiſt the 
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5 Temptations, as they take 
Heed to it; but many People are Strangers 
to this Divine Light, tho? the Apoſtle Paul 
tells us, how Men may know it ; he faith | 
| All things that are reproved, are made 

15 the Light; for whatſoever | 
Mat. 4. 1. 40th make manifeſt is Light, It is no 
Sin to be Tempted, if Men ſhut out 
the Temptation as ſoon as it is preſented ; ' 
for we read that Chriſt was tempted ſeve- 
ral Ways, but he overcame the Tempter by 


reſiſting of him; the Apoſtle James faith, 1 


„„ 1 Reſiſt the Devil and he will flee fromyou : 3 
| Jymes 4 Draw nightoGod, and he will draw nig) 
150 jou. It ĩs to this holy Light and Spi- ' 
rit, that lets People ſee the Evil, when it is 
preſented, that we endeavour to turn the 
Mlinds of the Children of Men, that thereby ; 
they may be enabled to withſtand the Ene- 
my in all his Temptations; we read that 
the Nations of them which are ſaved, | 
23, 24. ſhall walk in the Light o the Lamb: If 
6 aich John, as he | 
„7 its in the Light, we have Fellowſhip one | 
with another, and the Blood of Jeſus Chriſt | 
bis Son, cleanſeth us from all Sin, If all that 


75 


Rev. 21. 


1 John we walk in the Light, 


IS — . — 


f ofeſs to be the Followers of the Lord Je- 
ſus Chriſt, did but walk in this Holy Light | 
as they ought to do, they would {hew 1 
forth Chriſtianity in the Purity of it, and 

0! Bollrine of God our Saviour, by 
their Good and Holy Living; we read, = | 


s 1] Darkneſs compreheuded it not. How * 


4 Light ſhineth in Darkneſs and the 


5 1 many that are Strangers to this Holy Light 


which God has cauſed to ſhine in Men's 


le dark Hearts, have ſpoke Evil of it, and alſo 


of many that have born Teſtimony to it? 
We read that the Apoſtle Paul, was ſent to 


turn Men from Darkneſs to Light, and from the 
3 3 Power of Satan unto God, And this is the 


great Labour now of them that are truly the 

/ | Miniſters of Chreft, to turn the Children of 
Men to that true Light, which we 

read, lighteth every Man that cometh john. 1. 9. 


% 


eh into the World. This Divine Light 
pi- | ought not to be rejected, nor the true Wax 
is of worſhipping God deſpiſed ; becauſe they 


may be evilly ſpoken of by many that are ig- 
norant of them: The Way in which the Apo- 
ſtle Paul worſhipped God was by fome that 


: Were Strangers to it, counted He.. 
d, reh, and the Believers were a Set As 24. 


5 any of the Rulers, or of the Phariſees, 
believed on him? But this People, who 


| every mhere ſpoken againſt ; and it - LE 
Was ſaid concerning Chriſt, Have "Mi 

| n. 7. 
48. 49. 


at © know not the Law are accurſed. They wereſo ig- 


| norant, that they counted them that believed 
| inChrift accurſed. Many of the Children of 
God have been evilly ſpoken of, by them 
that were Strangers to the Lord, Behold, 
faith John, what Manner of Love the | 
| Father hath be 0 owed upon us, that we 119 
| ſbould be called the Sons of God, there: 


fore the World knoweth as not, becauſe it knew 


him not. He aſſigns the Reaſon, why the 


World knew them not, becauſe, faith he, 
it knew him not: While Saul was ignorant of 
God, he perſecuted his People; all his Learning 
and Scholarſhip did not give him the Know ! 
|| ledge of God, nor yet the Knowledge of his 
„ People; And Saul yet breathing out 


Acts. 9. i, 
2 5 3 7 Go 


that jnwardly pricks them when they do a- 
miſs. Now here is the Ground of Perſecu- 


„ tion, when Men know not God, nor them 
that are truly his People, they perſecute the 


true Worſhippers of God as Hereticks . How 
many of the Martyrs in Queen Mary's Days, 


Vers perſecuted, and put to Death as He- 
reticks, by them that were ignorant of God? 


And how many of our Friends have been per- 


ſecuted unto Death, by them that were 


Strangers 
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Threatnings and Slaughter againjt the 
Diſciples of the Lora, went unto the 
l JFHigh-Prieft, and deſired of him Letters to Damaſ- 
cus to the Synagogues that if he found any of this 
| Way, whether they were Men or Women, he mig ht 
bring them bound to Jeruſalem ; and as he jour- | 
| weyed, he came near Damaſcus, and ſuddenly there 
| ſhined round about him a Light from Heaven. 

ll nd he heard a Voice ſaying, Saul, Saul, why | 
| perſecuteſt thou me? And he ſaid, who art thun 
Lord? And the Lord ſaid, I am Jeſus whom | 
thou perſecuteſt: it is hard for thee to kick againſt | 
k the Pricks, It is to be feared, that many do | 
not know that it is the Lord by his Spirit, 


ew Strangers to the Lord and his People? But as 


j fore it hated jou: If ye were of the 


but becauſe ye are not of the World, be; 
but I have choſen jou out of the World, therefore the 
Mord hateth ou: remember the Word that I ſaid 
: unto you, the Servant is not greater then the Lord; 
If theyhave perſecuted me, they will alſo perſecute 
Jou. It has often been the Lot of many of the 
Followers of Chrift, to be perſecuted and revil- 
/ ed, and evil ſpoken of; but our Saviour, 
; to encourage his Diſciples to bear Perſecution 
aancd the Reproaches and Revilings of Men, 
ſaith, Bleſſed are ye when Men ſhall 
| revileyou, and perſecute you, and 12. 


it was of old, ſo it is now, be that is born after 
the Fleſh, perſecutes him that is born after the Spi- 


7 it; we read how Chriſt ſaid to his Followers, 


If the World hate you, ye know that it hated me be- 


19,206. 


World, the World mould love his own, 


Math. 5.41, . 
ſhall ſay all Manner of Evil againſt 
you, falfly for my Sake, rejoyce and be exceeding 


$a for great is your Reward in Heuven, for 
5 | 


perſecuted they the Prophets which were before 
you. Although they that believed in Chriſt 


were accounted accurſed by ſome, it was 


happy for them who did believe in, and re- 
ceive him, to them he gave? Power to DEE 
become the Sons of God. This is the r 
great Bleſſing which they have, that receive 
Chriſt by his Spirit into their Hearts, as 
they . are ſubject to him, they do not only 
„„ tdieeceie 


receive power to conquer their Luſts and 
Pa ſſions, but alſo to do the Will of God, 
and keep his Commands. But how many 


4 1 that are Strangers to the inward Appearance | 
of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by his Light and 
||| Spirit in Men's Hearts, have look'd upon it 


as ſtrange Doctrine to preach Chriſt within. 

| his is the Myſtery which hath been hia 
28. 27. from Ages, aud from Generations, but | 
| | „ 3 Wore is made manifeſt fo his Suuints, 10 1 
lt! whom God would make known, what is the 


Reiches of the Glory of this Myſtery among the 


| Gentiles, which is Chriſt in you the Hope of | 


| Glory, And when ſome of our Friends have ] 


Pn. 1.9. 


Rom. 8.9. 


born Teſtimony to that Divine Light | 
which lighteth every Man that cometh 
into the World, many have made a Wonder, 
of it, how the Light could be in Men; and 
have ſpoken {lightly of the Spirit, although - 
ON... read, as man) as are led by the © 
HOES Spry of God they are the Sons of © 
ſl God. If any Man, faith the Apo. 
ſtle, hath not the Spirit of Chriſt, he is none of © 
His. If Men have not this Spirit for their 
| Guide, they cannot be Chriſtians, nor mem- 
bers of Chriſt's Church, although they may 
de ſtrict in obſerving of a great many out- 
. ward Obſervations, for we read | 
that in Chriſt Jeſus, neither Circum- 


lll caſio, availeth any Thing, nor Untircamcifiin, 
but a wew Creature. It is as Men come 

tr to be born of the Divine Nature, being 
Gn ir rg created 


| thou haſt hid theſe Things from the Wiſe ot 
1 Prudent, and haſt revealed them unto Babes. © 
Even ſo, Father, for jo it ſeemed good in thy 


for Men to have a right and clear Diſcorery 
of the Truth, is ro come to that Divine 


created anew in chi Jeſus, unto good 
Works, that they come to have a right Un- 
derſtanding of the Things of God; _ 34 
I thank thee, O Father, ſaid Chriſt, Met th, 
Lord of Heaven and Earth, becauſe 


Sight. He that is truly a Child of God, and 


born of his Spirit, has a more true and ſenſi 


ble Knowledge of God, and alſo of the my- 
ſter ies of his Kingdom, than Mea in their na- 


| tural and uncoaverted State can attain unto, 


by all their Wiſdom and Parts; for we 


read, that the natural Man receiveth 


not the Things of the Spirit of God, ; Cor. 2 


for they are Fooliſhneſs unto him, net- 
ther can he know them, becauſe they are inte. 
1 . allydiſcerned. They are beyond his Reach 
and Comprehenſion, the Apoſtle | 


ſaith, Prove all Things: hold faſt 2 Thell. 
that which is good, Now the way 


Light, which God has cauſed to thine in 
Men's Hearts; the Apoltle faith, NA 


g God, who commanded the Light to 5. n 


ſbine out of Darkneſs, hath ſhined in 
our Hearts, to give the Light of the Koeelodes 
of the Glory of God, in the Face of Jeſus Chriſt, 


And as the Lord by his Light, gives thee 
2 Saght and WF of * Truth, F deſiro 
that 


love Mercy, and to walk hambly with thy God ? 


Now the Lord by his Holy Light doth not on- | 
ly ſhew men that which is good, and what he 
requires of them; but he is near to ſhew them 


that which is Evil, in its very firſt Appearance: 


He that ſhews to Man his Thoughts, faith the 


Prophet, the Lord of Hoſts is his Name; the 


Apoſtle faith, Whatſoever makes manifeſt is 


Light, and whatſover is reproved, is made ma- 


nifeſt by the Light, Now this Holy Light 


which gives Men a Sight and Diſcovery of 


that which is Evil, when it is preſented, 


is the great Touch Stone that we deſire all 
may come to. If Men do not take Heed to 


this, they may ſoon err in Judgment, and 


receive and embrace falſe Doctrine, and 
wrong Principles. And Men's receiving 
falſe and wrong Opinions, doth very much 


thatthou mayſt embrace it, and joyn with 
it; the Lord, ſaith the Prophet, hath ſhewed to 
thee, O Man, what is good, and what doth the 
Lord require of thee, but to ao juſily, and to 


open a Door tor wrong Practices. If Men 


once entertain a Belief, that there is no 
Poſſibility of their conquering and overcome 


ing their Corruptions while here, what En- 
0 nene is there for them to war againſt 
them? Or if they believe that there is a Pur. 


der, if they live, ſo as to fulfil and gra- 
tify their own carnal Deſires and Inclinations. 


But 


atory, or a Place in which they may be clean- 
0d from their ſins after Death, it is no Won- 


But it is his Work that was a Lyer from 
the Beginning, to perſwade Men to believe 
this; we do not read, that the rich man, 
that we have an Account of in Luke, met 
With any Place of cleanſing after Death, 
And if men entertain a Belief, that God has 
before ordained a great Part of mankind. to, 
periſh, and the reft to be ſaved ; and that 
the Numbers are ſo fix'd, that none can be 
diminiſhed from them that- are to periſh, 
or any added to the Number of them that 
are to be ſaved, what need any Body take 
any Care about another World: This Do- 
Qrine, doth very much deſtroy Religion and 
Chriſtianity, I believe, ſome have been ſo 
 darkned in their Underſtandings, that they 
have not ſtuck to ſay, that God has fore or- 
dained whatever comes to paſs ; that he has 
appointed the Murderer to murder, and the 
Thief to ſteal, that ſo they might conſequent- 
ly periſh. How contrary is this Doctrine 
to what we read in the Holy Scripture, 
where the Lord has ſaid, As I live, _ 
I have no Pleaſure in the Death of ek. 33. 11. 
| the Wicked, but rather that the jer. 3. 3 
Wicked turn from his way and  __ 
live. We read, that they have built the bigh 
Places of Tophet, which is in the Valley of the 
Son of Hinnon, to burn their Sons and Daugh- 
ters in the Fire, yet ſaith the Lord, I commanded 
them not, neither cams it into my Heart. Al- 


though this came to paſs, the Lord was ſo 


| 


| 


10 1 155 6, ling, Brethren, how that not many 


wiſe men after the Fleſh, not many 


Ge) 


füt from ordaining it, that ſpeaking after 


the manner of Men, he ſaid, t came not into 


| bis Heart. It would be abominable to ſay, 


that God ordains all the wicked Things 


which comes to paſs. I wiſh that all would 


be careful how they are impoſed upon, to 
receive any Doctrines, which are repugnant 
to the Doctrine of Chriſt, and the primitive 


| Chriſtians, recorded in the Holy Scriptures ; | 
| and that People would compare their Do- 
| EQrine with the Doctrine there laid down, | 
| and ſee how they correſpond. It has pleaſed | 

God to raiſe up a People to preach the ſame | 
Doctrine, and bear the fame Teſtimony, | . 
that the Apoſtles and primitive Chriſtians 


bore, John ſaith, We are of God, 


know them, for ye ſee your Cal- 


Mighty, not many noble, are called, but God 


hath choſen the fooliſh Things of the World to 
confound the N fie and God hath choſen the 
weak Things of the World to confound Things 
which are Mighty, and baſe Things of the World, 
and Things which are diſpiſed, bath God choſen ; 
as. and Things which are not, to bring to nought 


Things thgt are, that no Fleſp may glory in * 


4) John. 4 he that knoweth God, heareth us; 15 
A that is not of God, heareth mor „ 
| I deſire that none may reject the Truth, be- 

| cauſe it may he held forth by a People that 
are deſpiſed by many that do not rightly 


Joy os fi ee me 


5  __ 0) = t, my gy, Woes 
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Sie ht. Although the moſt of them that be- 
7 licved in, and received the Lord "Jeſus 
Chriſt, were not the wiſe and mighty and 
noble 


(15) 


we may conclude ſafely, that 


| yet 
ſome of che wiſe, ec. did believe in him: 


And although the Generality of them, that 


are now come to believe in, and receive the 


Lord. Jeſus Chriſt in his ſpiritual A 


A 


ance, are not of the wiſe and noble; yet 
bleſſed be the Lord, ſome ſuch are come to 
believe in, and receive Chriſt by his Spirit 

into their Hearts; and that all may thus re- 
ceive him, is my ſincere Deſire. a 


1. Conter ing the U. niverſality of God's Love 


nm Ne f” 


WI freely own, that it is the Duty of the 


Children of Men to believe in Chrif, 
as he did outwardly appear; and we hold it 
to be abſolutely needful, that they believe 
his Death and Sufferings, and what he has 


done for them, without them, where it has 


pleaſed God to afford them the Benefit of 
the Holy Scriptures, that declare thereof; 


yet we believe this outward Knowledge is 


not ſo abſolutely eſſential to Salvation, but 


that Men may be faved by the Lord Jeſus 
_ Chriſt, that ſuffered upon the Croſs for them, 


if they are ſubje& to his Spirit in theit 
Hearts, although their Lots may be caſt in 


* 


thoſe remote Parts of the World, where they 


are without the Benefit of the Holy Scrip- 


tures, and may know nothing of the Com- 
ing of Chriſt in the Fleſh, for the Apoſtle 
Paul in the 5th of the Romans faith, As by the | 
Offence of One, Judgment came upon all Men to 
Condemnation, even ſo by the Righteouſne[s of 
One, the free Gift came upon all Men to Fuſti- | 
fication of Life; for as all Men partake of the 
Fruit of Adam's Fall, by Reaſon of that evil 
Seed, which through him is communicated 
unto them, which inclines them unto Evil, 
although many Thouſands of them never |* 


heard of the Fall of Adam, nor of his Eating 
of the forbidden Fruit: ſo we believe many 


may, and do receive Benefit by the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, as they take Heed to that di- 


vine Light and Grace, which is communi- 


ll catedto Mankind univerſally, through him, 


although they may know nothing of his 


Coming in the Fleſh. Now though we hold 
it abſolutely needful, that Men believe in 
the Death and Sufferings of Chriſt, where 
they have the Benefit of the Holy Scriptures 
that declare thereof, as is before obſerved; 


a all this Knowledge will not entitle to a 


Part in the Kingdom of God, unleſs they 


know him that died for them, to fave them 
out of thoſe Things that unfit them for that 
Holy Kingdom, into which nothing that is 
unclean cin ener. 


1 
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„But becauſe we bear Palbinouy to the in- 
ard Appearance of the Lord Jeſus ,, 
Chriſt, by his Light and Spirit in Mena 


„ Junjuſt, that they have not ſtuck to ſay, that we 
-» deny'd the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that ſuffered 
F without the Gates at Jeruſalem for us, which 
. is a very great Abuſe upon us, for we firmly 
e {believe in him, that was born of the Virgin 
l Mary, that ſuffered upon the Croſs for the Re- 
4- {demption of Mankind univerſally; and we 
1, are fo far trom denying him that died for us, 
| and roſe again, and aſcended into Heaven, and 
is come again by his Spirit into our Hearts, 
that we hold forth his Death and Sufferings in 
a far more extenſive Manner, than many o- 
thers do; for a great many will have it, 
that Chriſt only died for the Believers, and a 
I Part of Mankind; but we believe accord- 
ing to the Scripture, that he taſted Death 
for every Man. But we ſee Jeſus, Iich. 
who was made a little lower than the 
Angels, for the Suffering of Death, crowned with 
1 Glory and Honour, that he by the Grace of God 
| ſhould taſte Death for every Man. My Ne T7 
| little Children, theſe Things write ] 1, Ma. 
1 awntoyou, that ye ſin not; and if aß 
Man ſin, we have an Advocate with the Fa- 


D 
2. 9. | 


Propitiation for our Sins, and not for ours only, 
but alſo for the Sins of the whole World, Here 
is the wonderful Love of God ſet forth to 
e B Man- 


r yy = ye © (Oþ . 


Men's Hearts, ſome have been ſo unkind and 


ther, Jeſus Chriſt the Righteous : And he is the 


Mankind univerſally, therefore, as by the Of. 
| DE. fence of one, Judgment came upon all to 
17. Condemnation; even ſo by the Righte-| 
1 ouſneſs of one, the free Gift came upon all 
Men to Juſtification of Life: So that the Platter 
is as broad as the Sore. Now although We 
believe, that Chrift has by his offering up of 
himſelf once for all, cleared the Score, ſo far 
upon the Account of Infants and Man- 
kind in general, that no Man will periſh be. 
cauſe of the Sin of Adam; yet we do not 
believe that the Death and Sufferings of 
Chriſt without the Gates of Jeruſulem, will | 
render Men juſtified, and acceptable in the 
Sight of God ; except they know him that 
died for them, ro redeem them out of actual 
Sinning, and from thoſe Things that unfit 1 
them for the Kingdom of God. Kpow ye not, £ 
8 ſaith the Apoſtle, that the Unrig h- 
1 — teous ſhall not inherit the Ring dom 
of God? Be not deceived; neither | 
Fornicators, nor Idolaters, nor Adulterers, nor 
ll Effeminate, nor Abuſers of themſelves with 
Mankind, nor Thieves, nor Covetous, nor 
ll Drunkards, nor Revilers, nor Extortioners, 
| ſhall inherit the Ring dom of God; and ſuch 
were ſome of you, but je are waſhed, but ye are 
ſanftified, but ye are juſtified in the Name of the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and by the Spirit of our 
God. Here the Apoſtle has clearly ſet forth | 
how Men are juſtihed. Now this is what 
| ve are concerned for, that all People may 
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come; for we read, that Tribulation 


('t9 * 


come to know the Lord to work à Change in 
their Hearts, and waſh them by his e 
Hie ſaved us by the waſhing of 


Regeneration, and the Renewing of 5 Titus 3 5: a 


7] che Holy Ghoſt, which he ſhed on 


us abundantly, through Jeſus C ry our 13 | 


3 our. Now here is Salvation and Juſtification 


by Chriſt, upon a true and right Foundati- 
on; And ſbe ſhall bring forth a Son, Mat. 1,2 


and thou ſhalt call his Name Jeſus, for 


he ſhall ſave his People from their Sins. Mark, 
that Salvation from Sin is the Way for Men 
to be ſaved by Chrift, from the Wrath to 
and Anguiſh will be upon every Soul OO 2.9 I 
of Man that doth Evil, of the Jew 


i firſt, and alſo to the Gentile, Thee: ts 


therefore now no Condemnation to them which 
are in Chrift Jeſus, who walk not after the 


Fleſh, but after the Spirit, As Men come 


to witneſs a being waſhed and SanQified, 
and brought into Chriſt, and know their a- 
biding to be in him, they are redeemed out 


of thoſe Things that bring Condemaation. 


If any Man be in Chrift, he is a new Crea- 


ture, Whoſover abideth in bim, ſin- 
1 John. 3. 6. 


eth not. Mie know, that whoſ oever „ John. Go 18. 


is born of God, ſinneth not, but he 
that 1s begotten of God keepeth him= 1 Joha. 3. 10. 
ſelf, and that wicked one toucheth him 


not. | He that believeth on the Son © God, hath 


the Witneſs in himſelf. This is the Sum of all, 


for Men ſo to live. that they may have the 
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Witneſs in themſelves, that they pleaſe God. | 


We read concerning Ezoch, that before he was 
tranſlated, he had this Teſtimony, that he 


- 


{8 | John, pleaſed God. Four Heart condemn us, 


3 


Comforter to them, and they will be inward- 


| ly juſtified in themſelves: We read, that 
REIT the Grace of Gd, that bringeth Sal. 

| 8 ik. 2. 11, | . | 
12, 13, vation, hath appeared to all Men, 
teaching us, that denying Ungodlineſs, 


and worldly Luſts, we ſhould live ſoberly, 1igh- 


tebuſiy, and godly in this preſent World, looking 
for that bleſſed Hope, and the glorious appear- 
ing of the great Gd, and our Saviour Jeſus 

| 1 „ who gave himſelf for us, that he might 


redeem us from all Iniquity, and puriſie unto 


CCC 


Goll is greater than our Heart and know- | 
eth all Things: If our Heart condemn | 
us not, then have we Confidence towards God, 
Friendly Reader, whoever thou art, that art 
condemned and reproved in thy ſelf, for that 
Which is Evil, I tenderly deſire, thou mayſt 
turn to that Holy Spirit, which doth inwardly 
reprove thee for it: If I go not away, the Com- 
= forter will not come unto you, but if I de- 
part, I will ſend him unto you, and when | 
5e is come, he will reprove the World of | 
Sin. The ſame Holy Spirit that reproves 
Men for Sin, will not only give them Power ; 
cover thoſe Things that they are overcome 

I with, which are evil, if they take heed unto | 
it, but as they come out of thoſe Things, 
they are reproved for, it will be a Divine 
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| Fhimſelf a peculiar Peopie, zealous of ue Works. 
Now although the Apoſtle has here ſo ex- 
2 cellently born Teſtimony to the Sufficiency 
and Univerſality of the Grace of God, many 
are ſo narrow, that they are not willing to 
con, that Chriſt has died for all, nor will 
they allow, that ſaving Grace is given toall, 
altho' we read, that a Manifeſtation of the_ 
= Spirit is given to every Man, to profit with- 


(215 


al. And in the Parable of the Sower, that 


went forth to ſow, the Seed fell on all the 


fcour ſorts of Ground, but it did not bring 


ing to Election might ſtand, not of ' © 
| Works, but of him that calleth, it was ſaid unto 


forth Fruit to Perfection, fave only in the 


good Ground; and the unprofitable Servant 


had a Talent committed to him, which was 
ſufficient for him, if he had but improved 
it; *tis pla in, that the Fault was in himſelf, 
ſo that if any Man periſh, he is the Cauſe of 
his own DeltruQion, as it was ſa id of Iſrael, 
O Iſrael, thou haſt deſtroyed thy ſelf, but 
thy Help is in me! God gave them 475 
of his good Spirit to inſtruct them, but 


Nch. 9. 
20 . 26. 


they rebelled againſt him. Many for 


want of a right Underſtanding, have made 


a very wrong Uſe of Paul's Words in the gth 
of the Romans, For the Children being not yet 
| born, neither having done any Good or 3 


12, 13. 1 


Evil, that the Purpoſe of God accord- 


her, the Elder ſhall ſerve the Tounger ; as it is 


written, Jacob have I loved, but Eſau have I 


of hated, 


Il! hated. Now the Apoſtle doth not ſay, that 


before the Children were born, it was faid, |} 
Jacob have I loved, and Eſau have I hated, i 
but that the Elder ſhall. ſerve the Tounger , | 
andi as "tis written, Jacob have I lowed, but 
Eſau have I hated, He has Reference to *' 
tl what is written: Read Obediah, for thy Vio-— 
Odea lente againſt thy Brother Jacob, ſhame | 
n ſhall Km fy and thou (halt be cat 


! f for ever, If God had hated Eſau, and or- 


dained Pharoah to periſh before they were 
born, he would have been a Reſpecter of 


Perſons, which is contrary to the Apoſtle 
F LARS Peter's Teſtimony, Of a Truth Tper. 
34, 33. Give, ſaid he, that God is no Re- 
+ ſpetter of Perſons, but in every Nati- 


on he that feareth him, and worketh Rig hteouſ- 
i neſs, 15 accepted withhim. Here are the Con: 
| ditions laid down, upon Which all People 
may be accepted of God, for we believe, as 


it is the Will of God, that all Men ſhould be 


ſaved, ſo he gives to every Man a Day of Viſi- 
| tation, in which he inwardly ſtrives with 
them, by his Holy Spirit to reclaim them: He 


{trove long with the People in rhe old World, 


1 And the Lord ſaid, my Spirit ſhall not 
= * always ſtrive with Man, becauſe he alſo _ 
#s Fleſh, There was a Time in which 
they might have been ſaved, but they would 
not be reclaimed, from thoſe Things that 
were diſpleaſing to him, therefore he cut 


them 


V 
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* 
them off in his Wrath; and there was alſo 


ga Time in which the Inhabitants of Jeraſa- 
lem might have been gathered, bur they 
would not, and our Saviour wept over them 
and ſaid, O Jeruſalem! Jeruſalem, Thou 
7 that killeſt the Prophets, and ſtoneſt 8 . 
them which are ſent unto thee, how SN. Ny 
 Fofren would I have gathered thy EX 
Children together, even as a Hen gathereth her 


Chickens under her Wings, and ye would not ! 
Behold, your Houſe is left unto you diſolate. 
Chriſt did not ſay, they could not be ga- 
thered, but ſaid, ye would not; ſo that 
the Cauſe why they were not gathered, 

was not in the Lord, but in themſelves; but 
if God by a ſecret Decree had beforehand 


| determined their Deſtruction, why ſhoul 1 


he have ſent his Servants to them, in order 


that they might be gathered; and what will 


People make of our Saviour's weeping over 


them, if they were before ordained inevita- 


bly to periſh. I wiſh all may conſider theſe | 


Things ſeriouſly, the Apoſtle faith, Nhat if 
Gad, willing to ſbæm his Wrath, and 1 


to make his Power known, endured with 


| much long ſuſfering rhe Veſſels of Wrath fitted to 


Deſtruction; and why is this long ſuffering, 
1 in order that they mg ns gained upon, 
why was the long - ſuffering of God, pe, „„ 

which waited in 35 er * Noah, FO i. 
while the Ark was preparing, but that they 
might be reclaimed from their wrong 

1 B 4 Doings 


Ae. 
Doings : When Pharoah had refuſed to let 


4 . „ 1jrael go, and ſaid, Who is the Lord 
E od. = » , ; 
en - plan] ſhould obey bis Voice, to let 


[ 3 Iſrael go? TI Mode not, ſaid he, the Lord, 
neither will I let Iſrael go; then we read, 


Exod. 7. 3. that the Lord ſaid, I will harden 
+ © Pharaolv's Heart, and multiply my % 
Signs and my Wonders in the Land of Egypt, 
and the Lord ſhewed his Power in 
23. bis Deſtruct ion, as he did in the 


Exodus. 


Dieſtruction of the old World; but 
let it be conſider'd, that they brought this 


upon themſelves, by their rebelling againſt 
him; for why ſhould the Lord have ſtriven 
With the old World, if he had determined 
their Deſtruction beforehand. Friendly 

Reader, I deſire the Lord may open thy Un- 


derſtanding by his Holy Spirit, that thou 


i mayſt have a right diſcerning of theſe 


Things, Peter faith, Account that the long-ſuf- 
1 2 Pet: 3.13. 
NES according to the Wiſdom given unto 
him, hath written unto you, as alſo in all his 
Epiſtles, ſpeaking in them of theſe Things, in 
which are ſome Things hard to be underſtood, 


which they that are unlearned, and unſtable, 


wreſt, as they do alſo, the other Scriptares, unto 
= own Deftruttion s Did not Psrz mean, 
that it was thoſe that were outwardly un- 
learned, that wreſted Paul's Words, for we 
i read, that he and John were both ſa id to be 
1 3 unlearned 


———ů— 7 
Er —.. 


; fering of our Lora ts Salvation, even 


as our beloved Brother Paul alſo, | 


unlearned and ignorant Men, Now , mw 
rd © when they ſaw the Boldneſs of Peter 1 
let and John, and perceived that they were unlearn- 
rd, | ed and ignorant Men, they marvelled, and they 
id, 3 took Knowledge of them, that they had been with 
en Jeſus. It was then, and is now, ſuch. 
„as are unlearned in the School of Chriſt, 
that did and do wreſt Paul's Words; and 
in if People do not come to learn of Chri#, 
it is no wonder if they put wrong and groſs 
Conſtru@ions upon many Places of the Holy 
Scriptures; but altho? this Place has been 
made very ill uſe of by many, the Apoſtle 
Paul doth give ample and full Teſtimony of 
the good Will of God to Mankind, 
J exhort, faith he, therefore, that 2, AT 2 
| firft of all, Supplications, Prayers, vun 
terceſſiuns and giving of Thanks, be made for all 
Men; for Rings, and for all that are in Authority 
that we may lead a quiet and peaceable Life, in 
2 | all Godlineſs and Honeſty; for this is god and 
„ | acceptable in the Sight of God, our Saviour, 
o | who will have all Men to be ſaved, and to come 
's | wntothe Kponleage of the Truth. - If the Apo. 
2 | tle had believed, that a Part of Mankind 
„ Were ordained to periſh, before they were 
„ born, he would not have adviſed T:mothy to 
9 
9 


pray forall Men, nor have told him, that 
it was the Will of God, that all Men ſhould 
be ſaved : So that if any Man periſh, as is 
before obſerved, the Fault is in himſelf, ſay an- 
to them, as I live, ſaith the Lord God, I have no 
UE *** Pleaſure 
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Pleaſure in the Death of the Wicked, hw that. 4 th 
F 7 the Wicked turn from his Way and RI 
| 8. 10 Yo live. When I ſhall ſay to the Ri2h- | be 
ll, © reous, that he ſhall ſurely live; if Fro 
he truſt to his own Righteousneſs, and commit N 
Wi Jniquity, all his Righteouſneſs ſpall not be re. It. 
|| membred, but for his Iniquity that he h1th com- Ly 
| znitted, he ſball die for it. Again, when 1 ſax Far 
unto the I ticked, thou ſbalt ſurely die, if he || to 
turn from his Sin, and do that which is lawful be 
and right, if the Wicked reſtore the Pledge, give | ſu 
again that he had robbed, walk in the Statutes n. 
ll of Life, without committing Iniquity, he ſball a. 
bi ſurely live, he (ball not die. I with that all G 
| might ſeriouſly conſider this, and, that all || 
il who think they ſtand, and are ſecure, may 
take Heed leaſt they fall; and that they who 
have gone into evil Things, may be en- 
couraged to rcturnto the Lord, by true Re- 
pentance and Amendment of Life, that they 
| may find Mercy at his Hand, as the Pro- 
1 phet ſaith, Let the Wicked forſake his 
= Ia, 55. T Wa ay, 3 the bee Man his 
ge „and let him return anto the Lord, and he 
will have Mercy, and to our God, and be. 
will abundantly pardon. We are not of their 
Mind, that ſay, once in Grace, and ever in 
Graes, or that the leaſt Degree of true and ſa- 
Grace 22 be fallen from; but we be- 
| eve Men may now, as ſome of old did, make 
Ship wrack Faith and a good Conſcience; 
= from 8 is before ſaid, it is 1 
that 


Righteouſneſs, therefore it is good for all to 


be watchful : What I ſay to you, ſaid Chriſt | 


to his Followers, I ſay to all, watch, No 


7 are among the Children of Men, are owing 
to their Unwatchfulneſs; not but that we 


believe, the Grace and good Spirit of God is. 
ſufficient to keep Men from falling and (in 


ning, and out of all Evil and hurtful Things 


as they take Heed unto it; unto Which 
Grace, Friendly Reader, I commend thee 


for Safety and Preſervation. | 


k 3 2. Concerning 7 he Holy Scriptures. 
| A LTHO' ſome have miſrepreſented us, 
FA as tho' weundervalued or diſ-eſteem'd 
the Holy Scriptures, of the Old and New _ 
Teſtament; yet we do bleſs the Lord, and 


have great Cauſe fo to do, that the excellent 
Counſel therein contained, which proceeded: | 
from the Spirit of God, is preſerved upon 
Record to this Day, and it is a great Fa- 
vour, that we live under a Government, 
where we have the Liberty to read them, 
this being a Priviledge that many cal- 
led Chriſtians are deprived of, in ſome o- 
ther Countrie-, and I wiſh that all would be 
frequent in reading of them: The 3 5 


chat a righteous Man may turn from his 


| 


MNlan is longer fafe then he is upon his watch. 
Wit was when David and P erer were off their 


q watch that they fell, and the Miſcarriages that 


(28) 


Paul commended Timothy, in that from 4 


2 Tim 3. Child he had known the Holy Scrip- 


15,1617, tures, which ſaith he, are able to 


male the wiſe unto Salvation, thro” 


Faith, which is in Chriſt Jeſus. All Scripture 
given by Inſpiration of God, is profitable for 


Hoctrine, for Rebrocf, for Correction, for In. 


Pruttion in Righteouſneſs, that the Man of God 


may be feet, thoroughly furniſhed unto all go 
ichn. Works. Le ſearch the Scriptures, ſa ith 
Jh 1 Chriſt, for in them ye think ye have 


 Enarmal Life, and they are they which 
teſtify of me, and ye will not come to me, 


that ye might have Life. They are greatly 
to be valued, in that they teltify of Chriſt, N 

in whom there is Power to give Men Victo- 
ry over their Corruptions and Paſſions, and 


enable them to do the Will of God; we 
= -read, that Chrift came unto bis own, 
John. I, 

SE 927-4 108 his own received him not; but as 


1 many as received him, 10 2 gave q 
he Power 10 become the Ser of God, They 
that receive Chriſt by his Spirit into their 
Hearts. they receive. Power; for Chriſt's 
. Spirit is a Chriſtian's Strength : I can do al! 
phil. 413. hings, ſaith the Apoſtle, through 
aPet: 1.20, Chriſt which ſtrengthens me. Weread 
21. | that no Propheſy of the Scripture is 


of any private Interpretation; for the Propheſy 


came not in old Time by the W ill of Man, but 
holy Men of God, ihe as ries were mou by 


| the Holy Goof. 


Now 
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ſave the Son, and he, to whomſoever 
the Jon will reveal him. Now if Revelation 


Now we ſay, the moſt true Interpreter of 


the Holy Scriptures, is the Holy Ghoſt, or 
Spirit from which they did proceed; we 


read, that the natural Man receives not the 


Things of the Spirit of God, neither can he know - 
them, ſa ith the Text, and there is a ſtrong 


Reaſon laid down for it, becauſe they are 


ſpiritually diſcerned ; they are beyond his 
Reach and Comprehenſion, for what 
Man knoweth the Things of a Man, ENS 
ave the Spirit of a Man which is in him ; even 
o the Things of God knoweth no Man, but the 
Spirit of God, This is the Key which opens 
the Myſteries of the Kingdom of God t 
Men. I take this to be the great Reaſo 
why there are ſuch great Miſtakes about Re. 
ligion, and why many put ſuch groſs Con 
ſtructions upon many Parts of the Hol 


| Scriptures, as they do, becauſe they do not 


come to that Divine Spirit which mu is. 


right and true Underſtanding, as Elihu ſaid, 
there is a Spirit in Man, and the Inſpi- 


ration of the Almighty giveth them SED... 
Underſtanding. Till Men come to the Holy 


| Spirit of God in themſelves, they can neither 
know God, nor the Things of God; for we 


read, that no Man knoweth the Father 
Mat. 11.27. 


were ceaſed, as ſome do imagine it is, what 
a ſad Condition would Mankind be in? For 
we read, the World by Wiſdom knows not 
| 1 arr os 3 God 


(zo) 


1 God, there is no Knowledge of God but by 


the Revelation of his Son; and it is as Men 
come to have an inward Knowledge of God, 


1 that they come to have a riglit Underſtand- 


ing of the Holy Scriptures, which proceeded 


from rhe good Spirit of God, wherefore we 
highly value them, though ?tis to be feared, ! 
ſome called Chriſtians, do diſ-believe many | 
ol the great Truths therein contained, for 1 


believe, that a Man, through often rebelling 


_ againſt the Holy Spirit of God in himſelf, 


may arrive to ſuch a Degree of Wickedneſs, } 


that he may reject the Scriptures, and count 
them but Fables; and that he may be ſo far 
from owning of any Thing of God in Man, 


that he may come to deny the Holy Three 
s 1 John. 5.7 
the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghoſt, and 


theſe Three are One. It mult | be very depto- ; 


rable, if a Man come to be ſo wicked, as to 


deny the Lord that bought him, as tis | 
Written, rhe Fool hath ſaid in his 


Plal. 14. Heart, there is uo God. It is the 


Work of the Enemy of all Righteouſneſs, | 
to perſwade Men that there is no God, 


and that the Scriptures are but a Fiction, 
and that Men are not accountable for 
their Words and Actions, and that there 


are no future Rewards and Puniſhments ; 


that they might walk at large, and take 
their full Swing in Wickedneſs. It is greatly 


to 


_ that bear Record in Heaven, There || 


are Three that bear Record in Heaven, | 


r 1 
| WE tive in a Time, in which there is 
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Carey” TY 
to be deſird if there be any ſuch now living, 
whoſe Day of Mercy is not wholly over, 


that have arrived to ſuch a Degree of Hard- 


neſsand Wickedneſs as this is, that they may 
be brought to a ſenſe of their Iniquity and Ec- 


ror, and be ſo truly humbled in Soul becauſe 
thereof, that if poſſible, wy might find 


Mercy at the Lord's Hand. The better 


Chriſtian that any Man 1s, the more true and 


real Value he has for the my e 5 
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great Difference, even amongſt them 
called Chrittians, about Religion, and the 


! Worſhip of God. Difference, about Religion 


and the Worſhip of God, is no new Thing, - 


the Jews and Samaritans differ'd to oh 
ſuch a great Degree, that it ſeems John, 4. 9 
they did not deal with one another. It is very 
much amiſs, where Religion ſowers People, 
and makes them rigid, and bitter one a- 
gainſt another. Chriſtianity is Love and 
he that is a Chriſtian in his Heart, is full of 


Pity and good Will ' to them that are under 


a Miſtake in Matters of Religion; and the 
Worſt that he wiſhes for all ſuch, is, that 


the Lord ere them right ; for they fi 
that have the Mind of Chriſt, — not have 


any Soul to err, either in Faith cr Prattice. 


Our 


(32) 13 
Our Saviour in his Diſcourſe with the Wo. 
man of Samaria, has clearly deſcribed the 
true and ſpiritual Worſhip, But the Hour 
3 1 cometh, and nom is, when the True 
1 3 TW. Worſhippers ſhall worſhip the Father 
Spirit and in Truth; for the Father 
ſeeketh ſuch to worſhip him. God is a Spirit, and ſan 
= they that worſhip him, muſt worſhip him in 
WW Spirit and in Truth, Now we believe that 
as God is a Spirit, he may be truly wor- | 
W ſhipped, as we are gathered in his Spirit, 
= tho? there be not a Word outwardly ſpoken | 
among us, as Chriſt ſaid, Where two or three 
4. /e gathered together in my Name, (i 
2% there am 1 in the midſt of them; || th 
and the Holy Prophet faith, They that wait | ſp 
upon the Lord, ſhall renew their v 
Strength: They ſhall mount up with Il 
i MWings as Eagles; they ſhall run, and not be || tc 
wear), and they ſhall walk and not faint: Al- || 
though I believe a great many pious good | Le 
8  Chrittianscan ſay, as they have waited hum» 4. 
dluy upon the Lord, in the true Silence of all 
Fleſh, with their Minds truly ſtaid upon 
him, they have enjoyed that Divine Comfort 
which has been beyond what they could ex- 
| preſs in Words; yet this of filent waiting, is 
| a great Myſtery to many People. There is 
| a Divine Teacher near Men, even in their 
own Hearts, which is ſufficient to teach 
them, as they take heed thereto. It is to be 
| feared, that many People too much depend 
B's eo upon 


14. 40. 3. 


„ Wy he WY Blom, 


os... A 
Jupon the Teachings of Men, and neglect the 


= 

Divine Teacher in themſelves, bat the A. 

I nointing which ye have received of 3 
him, Tideth in you, and ye need not Jo Bhs - 
that any Man teach you, but as the ſame Anoint- 
ing teacheth you, of all Things, and is Truth | 
i Rnd is no Lie, and even as it hath taught you, e 

2 hall abiae in him. 5 n | e 2 A 

t Now weunderſtand the Holy Man here, 
to ſpeak ina large Senſe. He told them that 

» they needed not that any Man taught them, 

1 {but as the ſame Anointing taught them 
cc. We do very much own outward Preach- 

„ ling and Praying, where it proceeds from 

- this Divine Anointing. If it pleaſe God to 

+ ſpeak by this through any Inſtruments, 

y | whether Male or Female, we believe there 
ſhould be Liberty amongſt us, for every one 
2 || to ſpeak as he requires it of them; for ye may f 
all propheſy one by one, that all maß 

| | learn, and all may be comforted, . 12 
and the Spirits of the Prophets are 

| | ſubjet to the Prophets. And they r 

1 | were all filled with the Holy Ghoſt, and began to 

© | ſpeak with other Jong ues, as the Spirit gave them 

= | Utterance, We believe the true Preaching 

3 | and Praying is that which proceeds from the 

5 Holy Spirit, we know not what we . _ 

r | ſhould pray for as we ought, but the Rom. = | 

L | Spirit itſelf maketh Interceſſion for us, wit) 
> | Groanings which cannot be uttered, I will 

L | pray with the Spirit, and I will pray with the 

1 5 8 Under ſtanding 


A 
Underſtanding alſo : I will ſing with 
the Spirit, and | will ſing with the 
Underſtanding alſo. | LO 8 


1 Cor. 14. 15 


This is the Preaching and Praying, and 


Singing, which we own, that is, by the Di- 


|  re&ton and Aſſiſtance of the Holy Spirit. Now 


ſome againſt Women's ſpeaking in the Church, [ 


urge what the Apoſtle faith, Let your Women | 
keep Silence in the Churches, for it is not || 
permitted untothem to ſpeak, but they are 
commanded tobe under Obedience, as alſo | 


1Cor.14. 
34. 35. 


ſaith the Law, and if they will learn any Thing, let 


WW them ask their Husbands at Howe, for it is a 
Shame for Women to ſpeak in the Church. Let | 
the Moman learn in Silence, with all Sab. 
jection, hut I ſuffer Not 4 Woman to teach, | 
n10r to uſurp Authority over the Man, but | 
to be in Silence, We do not take this to be a | 


1 Tim. 2. 
11. 12. 


prohibiting of Holy Women to ſpeak, whom 
the Lord calls thereto, and I think it would 


be very much amiſs, to ſay that the Apoſtle 
Paul was againſt holy Women ſpeaking, that 


God called to ſpeak : But ſuch troubleſome 


and unruly Women, as diſturbed the Church 


by their Queſtions, and uſurp'd Authority 


over the Man, which he was againſt, we 
are againſt. If the Apoſtle Paul had been 
againſt holy Women Praying and Propheſy- 
ing, why ſhould he lay down a Rule how | 


they ought to behave themſelves when they 


| 1 Cor. 1.5 


pray or Propheſy, but every Homann 
that Prayeth or Propheſieth with her 
5 Head 


FF. A  7* 
Head uncovered, diſhonoureth her Head, And he 
commends to the Believers divers good Wo- 
men, I commend unto you Phæbe our 
Siſter, which is a Servant of the rooting 
Church. All good Miniſters of e. 


ſus Chriſt, are Servants to the Church. And 
7 he adviſed his true Yoketellow, to help thoſe 


Women, «which laboured with bim in the Goſpel ; 
ſo that he was an Encourager of holy Wo- 


- || men that laboured in the Goſpel ; we read, 


&i o mo = 0 ww © 
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* 


2 


; 


that Azna {poke in the Temple, and 1 
ſhe was a Widow of about fourſcore 2 at 

| and four Tears, which departed not . 

| from the Temple, but ſerved God with Faſtings 
| and Prayers, Night and Day; and ſhe coming 
| in that inſtant, gave Thanks likewiſe unto the 
Lord, and ſpake of him, to all them that looked 
for Redemption in Jeruſalem. And we read, 
that Philip the Evangeliſt had four Daugh- 
ters, Virgins, and they did all propheſy. 
And Joel alſo propheſied that God would 

pour forth of his Spirit, Eh. But this is that 
ſaith, Peter, which was ſpoken by the . 
Prophet Joel, and it 77 pra to paſs e 
in the laſt Days, faith God, I will pour out of 
my Spirit upon all Fleſh, and your Sons and your 
Daughters ſhall propheſy, and your young Men 
ſhall ſee Viſions, and your old Men hall dream 
Dreams, and on my Servants, and on my Hand- 
maidens, I will pour out in thoſe Days of my 
| Spirit, and they ſhall propheſy. Now Although 
| Propheſying is ſeveral Times taken in the 


* 
[iy 


Jer. 21. 


come, read Jeremiah, and ſeveral 


| other Prophecies of the Prophets; yet it is al- 
ſo taken for edify ing the Church, Bat he that 


propheſieth, ſpeaketh unto Men to E- 


1 Cor. 14. 


3. 4. dification, and Exhortation, and 


Comfort. He that ſpeaketh in an un- 


John 20. 


Jobu 4+ ye all Things that ever I did, is not 
0+ 04. to Chriſt ? Ana many of the 


Samaritans of that City believed on him, for the 
| Saying of the Woman, which teſtified, he told ne 
all that ever I did. Now it is to Chriſt as he 
inwardly appears in Men's Hearts, by his 
Light and Spirit, that we deſire all may 
come. It is he that ſhews Men when they 
do amiſs. Chriſt within, which 1g 
Col. 1. 27. ½ Hope of the Saints Glory, is a 
| great Myſtery to many People: When it pleaſed 


God, ſaith the Apoſtle Paul, to reveal 


Gal. 1. 16. /, Son in me, that 1 mig ht preach him 


among the Heathen, immediately I conferred me 
C 5 with | 


| Scripture for foretelling Things to 


on aw tc © ab Gan A. en a A: 4A mL tos Aa 


s known Tong ue, edifieth himſelf, bat he that pro- 
 preſieth, edifieth the Church. Mary was ſent 

by Chriſt to declare of his Reſurrection, Je- 
ſus ſaith anto her, touch me not, for 
17 Tam not yet aſcended to my Father; 
but go to my Rrethren, and ſay unto them, I 
aſcend unto my Father, and your Father, ana to | 
m God, and your God. And the Woman of 
 Sumaria was inflrumental to bring many of 
her Neighbours to believe in Chriſt, ſhe 
7” ſaid, Come ſee a Man that has told | 


hs Ay ©” ana 
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with Fleſh and Blood. Here was the Son of 


God reveal-d in him. Now that all may 


have a right Underſtanding of the Things of 
God, we deſire that they may come to him 
that hath the Key of David, that opens the 


Mluyſteries of the Kingdom of God to Men, + 


141 &r oncernin? Baptiſm. 
ECA USE of our Diſuſe of Water-Bap- | 
0 tiſm, and Bread and Wine, we have 


* 


| been very hardly ſpoke of, as though we 
| denied the Ordinances of Jeſus Chriſt, when 
as there ie no People that I know of, that do | 


more truly own the Neceſſity of believing 
and being baptized, than we do, but we do 
not underitand it to be only an H iſtorisal 


| Belief of the Conception and Birth, and 


Life and Miracles, and alio of the Death and 


_ Sufferings, and Reſurrection, and Aſcenſion, 
of Chrilt, or a being outwardly baptized with 


Water, that will entitle Men to Salvation; 


' for we read, hat Simon the Sorcerer 


believed, and was baptized ; and yet Akts 8.13, 


he was fo far from being in a State 


ot Salvation, that Peter ſaith to him, I per- 
ceive thou art in the Gall of Bitterneſs, and in 
the Bond of iniquity. But leſt any ſhould be 
under a Miſtake, and take the Baptiſm of 
Water, to be the one eſſential and faving 


Baptiſm, hear the Apoſtle Peter, When once 


C 3 the 
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38 


1 Pete 3+ 20, the Days of Noah, while the Ark 

was preparing, e fem, that is, 
48 Souls were ſaved by Water. The Antitype 
whereof, even Baptiſts, doth alſo now ſave us, 


not the putting away of the Filth of the Fleſh(mark 
that) but the Anſwer of a good Conſctence to- 
= wards God, by the Reſurrection of Jeſus Chriſt, 4 


Now it is the Baptiſm of Chriſt by his Spirit, 


that brings Men to that, for it is plain, from 


the Inſtance of Simon before noted, that a 


Man may believe, and be baptized with Wa- 
ter, and be ſo far from having the Anſwer of | 
a good Conſcience, that he may be in the G 
of Bitterneſs, and in the Bond of iniquity, 
which is the very Reverſe of Chriſtianity, 
A great many take the Commiſſion in the | 
; 28th of Matthew, to be a Commiſſion for 

7 Water-Baptiſm, Go ye therefore, 

and teach all Nations, bapiitzing | 
them i in the Name of the Father, and of the Sor, 
and of the Holy Ghoſt. Now here is no men- 


Mat. 18 19. 


tion of Water. Is it not reaſonable to ſup- 


poſe, that if our dear Lord had intended 


that they ſhould baptize with Water, that 


he would have expreſly mention'd it; altho* 
the Apoſtle Paul was not inferior to the chief 


of the Apoſtles, he faith, I /n 
15516, 545 God, that 1 baptized none of Jt but 
: e Criſpus and Gaius, leſt any ſnould ſay 


that I had baptized in mine own Name ; and | 
1 Zuptize alſothe Houjpols of Da beſt des, I 


2 ow 


the long: ſuſfering of God, waited is 


a nm A 5 — 2 — & 


| It would be a weak Thing to plead 
for theſe things now, becauſe the Apoſtle 
! practiſed them. Doth it therefore follow, that 


, 


1 | 39 ) FR 
know not whether I baptized any other; for C ws 


ſent me NOT to baptize, but to preach the 


Goſpel : So that what he did in that Caſe, was 


by way of Condeſcenſion, as in the caſe of | 


circumciſing Timorky, and going into 


the Temple, and purifying himſelf. Als 16.3, 


Water Baptiſm ſhould be practiſed now, be- 


cauſe the Apoſtle Paul, by Way of Conde- 


ſcenſion practiſed it? For if he had took 


" | that Commiſſion, Mat. xxviii. 19. to be a 


miſſion, I think, will be too hard 


out Devils, and yet we find the Diſ— 


Commiſſion for him to baptize with out- 


ward Water, we may ſafely conclude, that 
he would not have thank'd God that he had 


done him ſo little Service. We do not (deny 
but that ſome other of the Apoſtles, did alſo 


by Way of Condeſcenſion, practiſe Water- 


| Baptiſm; but that they were commanded _ 


baptize with Water 1n uin 


for any body to prove. It is poſſible ſome 


may be ready to ſay, it muſt needs be meant 


of Water; becaule ſay they, no Man can 
baptize with the Spirit, or into the Power 


and Spirit of Chriſt. We freely own, that 


no Man, as he is Man, by his. own Power, 
can do this; neither can any Man by his 
own Power, as he is a Man, heal the Sick, 
cleanſe the Lepers, raiſe the Dead, c Mat 10 l. 


ciples 
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| Mat.28,19,20, 


140 


ciples were commanded to do theſe Things. 
And by the ſame Power, by which they did 
caſt out many Devils, and heal'd the Sick, 

Cc. they were inſtrumental to baptize Men 


into the Name and Power of Chriſt. And 


as I began to ſpeak, ſaith Peter, the Hol) 
Ghoſt felt on them as on us at the Beginning. 


Ads 26,166 Then remembred I the Word of 


the Lord, how that he jaid, John 
truly baptized with Water, but ye ſhall be bap- 


W tized with the Holy Ghoſt. At that great 
Meeting we read of in the 2d of Acts, verfte | 
= the 4th, 'tis ſaid, They were all fil d with the | 
Hoh Ghoſt, and began to ſpeak with other Tongues | 
| as the Spirit gave them Utterance; yet ſome | 
| ofthe Multitude mocked, and were ſo igno- 

| rant of the Operation of the Holy Ghoit, that 
they ſaid, verſe 13, Theſe Men are full of © 
neu Mine: But Peter ſtanding up with the 
Eleven, lift up his Voice, aud ſuid unto them, 
i ye Men of Judah, and alt ye that awell at Jeruſa- 
lem, be this known unto you, aud hearken to 
| wy Words, for theſe are not drunken, as ye ſup- 


poſe, ſeeing it is but the third Hour of t Day, 


| but this is that which was ſpoken by the Prophs 1 
Joel, &c. It is hard to make Men fenſible of | 


the Operation of the Holy Ghoſt, and of the 


ſpiritual Baptiſm, while they are Strangers 


to the Spirit in themſelves ; but if it could be 


proved, that the Diſciples in that Commiſſi- 
; don, were commanded to bap- 


tize with, or in Water, which I 


believe 


. 


8 


(419 
believe cannot be done; how will they that 
are for the ſprinkling of Infants, prove their 
Practice from that Commiſſion, Go teach all 
Nations, &c. fer they are not ca- _ 
pable of being taught. As to what nen 


is urged of the failor, and all his, and of | 


Whole Families being baptized ; there is no 
Account that there were any Infants baptized 
in any of them. There is abundance of Fa- 
milies now as (we may reaſonably ſuppoſe) 
there were then, in which there are no little 
Children. As to that of our Saviour, where 
he ſaith, Suffer little Children to conze unto me, 
and forbid them not, for of ſuch is the Ring dom, 
it cannot be proved from Scripture, that 
he baptized any of them in, or with Water. 
Hut as to this Practice of ſprinkling Infants, 


it is ſo much without Foundation in the 


Scripture, that a great many People who are 
not of our Society, do not hold it nor own 
it. The Way rightly to underſtand this 
Commiſſion, is to come to that Spirit, by 


which it was given forth. Many urge, that 


our Saviour was baptized of John, he was 
alſo circumciſed, doth it therefore 5 
follow, that we muſt be circumciſ. LO IP 
ed, becauſe he was circumciſed ; for as he 
Was born under the Law, he fulfilled the 

Law, and he is 1h End of the Laus, for Righte- 
ouſueſs Sake, to all them that believe, When 
Chriſt came to John to be baptized of him, 


John 


o . 
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Mat. 3.11 
3 


Ja ohn forbad him, ſaying, I have 
Mat 3. 13, Weed to be baptized of thee. Here 


with the Baptiſm of the Holy Ghoſt : S- 


we | fer it to be ſo now, ſaid Chriſt, for 


very clearly and excellently diſtinguiſhed lis 


Baptiſm with Water, from the Baptiſm ot | 
Chriſt, with the tioly Ghoſt, I indeed bap- 


2126 you with Water, unto Repers 


is miohtier than I, whoſe Shoes I amn 


not worthy to bear; he ſhall baptize you with the 
F taly Ghojl aud mith Frre, whoſe Fan is in his 


Hard, and he will throwbly purge his Floor, an 


. n2ther his Wheat into the Garner, but he Will 


barn up the Choſſi withunquenchable Fire. This 
is the Meſſenger of the Covenant, the Pro- 
phet ſpeaks of, The Lord Thom ye 
ſeek, ſhall ſuddenly come to his Tem- 
ple, even the Meſſenger of the Covenant, whom ye 


Mal. 3. 1, 2. 


delight in; be hold, he ſhall come, ſaiththe Lord of 


Hoſts, but who may abiae the Day of his Coming, 


and who ſhall ſtand when he appeareth ; for he is 


lite @ Refiner's Fire, and like Fullers Soap : | 


And he ſhall fit as a Refiner and Purifier of 
Silver, and he ſhall purifie the Sons of Levi, 
and purge them as Gold and Silver, that 


| thy 


John the Baptiſt, who was the 
| Adminiſtrator of Water-Baptiſm, was ſenſible 
W that he had Need to be baptized of Chriit, 


thus it becometh us to fulfil all 
= Rzhteonſneſs : So that he fulfilled the Righ- 
W rcouſneſs of John's Diſpenſation, John has 


» tance, but he that cometh afrer me, 


they may offer unto the Lord as Offering in 
Righteouſneſs, For this End the Lord 


Jeſus Chriſt is come into the Hearts of Men, 


by his Spirit, to purge them from their Droſs, 
| and waſh them from their Uncleanneſs, that 
ſo they may be fitted for that Kingdom, into 


| which nothing that is unclean can enter; 
this is the Waſhing. which will avail, for 


Men to know their Hearts to be wa ſhed 
| from Wickedneſs ; as it was faid to Jeraſa- 
| lem, Waſh thy Heart from Wickedaeſs : 

The Apoſtle Paul in his Epilile to 
the Epheſiars, ſaith, that there is one Lord, one 
Faith, one Baptiſm. John, as is beſore ob- 
| ſerved, has diltinguiſhed very plainly be- 
tween his Baptiſm with Water, and the 
Baptiſm of Chriſt with the Holy Gholt. 
Now, what we deſire is, that all might 
come to the Baptiſm of the Spirit, which the 


| Apoſtlesand primitive Chriſtians witneſſed, 


to one Spirit, For as many of jou as have 


50 0 could fay, By one Spirit are we 

all baptized into one Body, whether AS 13 
we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or 
free; and have all been made to drink in. _ 7. 


been baptized into Chriſt, have put on Chriſt. 


. Eph. 4. 5. . | 


Now this is the Sum of all, for Men to put on | 


the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, che new and heavenly 
Man, then they will witneſs inward Commu- 


nion with the Lord. 


But why are many of our ſober Neigh- 
| Þours fo ſtrenuous for Water Baptiſm, and 


yet 


099) 


yet negle& to waſh one another's Feet, when | 


as we read, John 13. ver. 1, to 14. that our Sa- 
viour waſh'd the Diſciples Feet, and he told 
them, that he had given them an Example, 


tat as he had done to them, fo they ſhould | 
do to one another: Now here is both Ex- 
| ample and Precept for this; and if we ask 


many ſober People, why they are not in the 
Practice of this? I preſume many would be 
r:ady to anſwer, that they look upon it to 


be but an outward and viſible Sign, by which 


our Saviour ſhew'd his Followers, that they 
_ ought to ſerve one another, and be ready to 
do the meaneſt Offices of Love if necq re- 


quire : And that they do not hold the cere- 
monious Part of waſhing one anothers Feet, 


to be obligatory upon them, as Jong, as they 
come to the ſpiritual Part of what was there- 


by ſignity'd, although we find that this was 


practiſed by our Saviour; now, why they 


 {hould lay ſuch Streſs upon Water-Baptiſm, 


which we cannot find was ever practiſed by 


our Saviour, and drop this, deſerves their 


ſerious Conſideration : But as we diſuſe 
Water-Baptiſm, fo we do alſo diſuſe the 
ceremonious Part of waſhing one another's 
Feer, being ſenſible that they that are 


come to the ſpiritual Part of what was 
thereby ſignify'd, are come to the End of 


the outward and viſible Signs. 


5 Con- 


1 


' at the Door and knock; if any Man 
| hear my Voice, and open the Door, I will come 
* to him, and will ſup with him, and he with 


Obſervation, neither ſhall they ſa 
lo here, or lo there, for behold the Kingdom of 
God is within you, I will not leave 


I will not drink henceforth of this 
Fruit of the Vi ine, until thut Day, 
when I arink it nem with you inmy Father' s 


5 Concerning the Supper. 


LTHO? we diſuſe the outward Bread 
and Wine, we do very truly own the | 
ſpiritual Supper of the Lord, which is ſpoken }F 


of in the Revelations, Behold, fand RAR 76. 


It is what we deſire, that all religious 


wen minded People, who conſcienciouſly 


receive the outward Bread and Wine, may 


| open the Door of their Hearts, and receive 
| the Lord Jeſus Chriſt by his Spirit, that fo 

they may know an inward Supping with 
him, in his Kingdom; for we read 


the Ring dom of God convert not with Lake. 17: 


you comfortleſs (ſaid Chriſt our John. 16. 18. 


Lord) I will come to you. But 1 ſay anto Jou | | 
Mat. 26. 29, 


Kingdom. 
He doelleth with you, and ſhall be in you. 


| And in that excellent Prayer, he faith to his 
| Father, I iz them, and thou in me, 
that they may be made perfect in one, 


john. 17. 23. 


ant 


= TT, 
and that the World may know that thou haſt ſent 


me, and haſt loved them, as thou haſt loved me. | 


We bear Teſtimony to the Coming of Chriſt 


þ by his Spirit, into Men's Hearts ; and they | 
that have known him to waſh them through. | 
ly by the Water of Regeneration, will know | 


iaward Communion with the Lord, as the 
good Chriſtians of old knew ; That which we 


1 John. 1. 3. | 


They were People of bleſſed Experience, 


and it is what we deſire, that the Children 


of Men might come to witneſs this in them- 


ſelves ; .for they that are come to have Fel- 


 lowſhip with the Father, and with the Son, 
are come to the End of the outward Bread 
.and Wine, even to the Glory of the Goſpel 
Diſpenſation, which is a Diſpenſation of 


Enjoyment ; for as Men are inwardly recon- 
ciled, and brought into Favour with God, 
they come to know a feeding of that Divine 
and living Bread which comes down from 
Heaven; I a», (faid Chriſt) the 
living Bread which came down from | 
Heaven ; if any Man eat of this Bread, he ſhall 


live for ever; and the Bread that I will give, is 


John. 6. 15. 


my Fleſh, which I will give for the Life of the 
World. He that eateth my Fleſh, and drinketh 


my Blood, dwelleth in me, and I in him. It is 


as Men witneſs this, that they can ſpeak 
DOE | from 


have ſeen, and heard, declare we 

85 5 unto you, that ye alſo may have Fel. 
 lowſhip with us; and truly, our Fellonſhip is 
with the Father, and with his Son Jeſus Chriſt, 
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| (47) "I. 
from their own Experience, what a bleſſed * WI 
| Thing it is to have inward Communion with | 
Chriſt, It is the great Bleſſing of Wif- 
dum's Children, that ſhe brings them to the 
| Subſtance ; I Wiſdom ws in the 0 , * 
} Way of Righteouſneſs, in the midſt „. 8 
1 I! Paths of „ nat act Be 
may cauſe thoſe that love me, to inherit Subſtance; 
| and Iwill fill their Treaſures, Reader, this 
is what is defired for thee, that thou mayſt 
come to the Subſtance, that ſo thou mayſt 
| know a Feeding of that divine and ſpiritual 
Bread which can only ſatisfy the Soul, and a 
Drinking of the Wine of the Kingdom; but 
it is hard to make the natural Man ſenſible 
of theſe Things; they are beyond his Reach 
and Comprehenſion. When our Saviour told 
| Nicodemus, that except a Man be born 1 
again, he cannot ſee the Kingdom f 2 
God; Nicodemus ſaith unto him, how can a 
| Man be born when he isold; can he enter the 
| ſecond Time into his Mother's Womb, and be 
| ra. Notwithſtanding that he was a Rus 
ler of the Jews, he argues very groſly, and 
how many, when we have born Teſtimony W 
to the inward Appearance of the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, by his Light and Spirit in Men's 
Hearts, have mace very ſtrange of it, and } 
been ready to fay, how can this be? And 
| when we have ſpoken of Men's having in- 
Ward Fellowſhip with the Father, and with 
His Son, while they are upon the Earth, 
I ER many 


| 
| 
I; 
4 
' 
! 
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many, cannot underſtand 


Gal. 6. 15. The Apoſtle ſaith, neither Circum- 


ciſion availeth any Thing, nor Uncir- 


cumciſion, put a New Creature, It doth 
not avail in the Sight of God, whether a 
Man be baptized with Water, or not bap- 


tized with Water ; or whether he receives 


the Bread and Wine, or doth not receive it, 


if he be nota new Creature; we read, If 
any Man be in Chiiſt, he is anew | 


. Creature, and as is before obſer- 
ved, Except a Man be born again, he cannot ſee 
| the Kingdom of God: we greatly deſire, that 


all People A N have this in their own Expe- 
rience, that ſo they might walk as becomes 
the Children of God, and manifeſt them- 


ſelves to be the Followers and Diſciples of 


Chriſt, by their living agreeably to his Doct- 
rine; for I count that is the greateſt outward 


viſible Sign, that any Man can give, that he 


is truly a Chriſtian, and a Member of Chriſt's 


Church, for him to live agreeably to the 
Doctrine of Chriſt ; by this, ſaid our Saviour. 
ſhall all Men know, that je are my Diſciples, if 


you love one another. Now for Men tO love 1 


one another, and to love their Enemies, and 


do good for Evil, and to forgive Injuries, 


how this can be, 
although the primitive Chriſtians had it in 
their own Experience, as is before obſerved. 


and to be juſt and merciful, and walk hum- 


bly, as Chriſtians ought to do, theſe are 


good outward viſible Signs; but we believe 


no 


no outward Obſervations will make Men | 
Chriſtians, and Members of that = 


know the Lord to work a Change in their 
Hearts, and redeem them out of thoſe things 


the Apoſtle faith, Ie is not a Jew . 


that is one outwardly, neither is 


| but he is a Jew, mhich is one inwardly ; and 
| Circumtiſion is that of the Heart, in the Spirit, 
| and not in the Letter, ' whoſe Praiſe is not of |} 
Men, but of God. As a Man's being out. 

wardly circumciſed, and obſerving a great 
many Jewiſh Rights and Ceremonies, did 


ſa id, he is not a Chriſtian, that is only one 
outwardly, although he has been outwardly 


and obſerved a great many outward Obſer- 


- availed all the Jews outward: Obſeryations, 
| while they lived in thoſe; Things that diſ- 


\ «i i 


pure Church whichChrift came to Spit J. 2 

preſent to God, without Spot or Wrinkle, 
or any ſuch Thing; but that it ſhould be | 
holy and without Blemiſh, if they do not 


which unfit them for his holy Kingdom; 
Rom. 2, 28,29. 


that Circumciſion, which is outward in the Fleſh, 


not make him a true and real Jew, if he was 
not one in his Heart; ſo it may be truly 


— 22 = 5 > — — —ͤ — 4 — — 


baptized, and received the Bread and Wine, 


—— 


vations. If he is not one in his Heart, all 3 
his outward Obſervations will not render 
him acceptable in the Sight of God. What 
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pleaſed the Lord; He that killeth an Ox, is as 
if he flew a Man; he that ſacrificeth 16. 66. 5 
a Lamb, as if he cut off a Dog's nec, . 
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chuſing their own Ways, and delighting in 


their Abominations, to beware of doing the 
like; but they that are Chriſt's, arid Chriſti- | 
| ans in reality, are crucified to the World, 
with the Affections and Luſts thereof; and | 
wee deſire that all who are called Chriſtians, | 
may demonſtrate themſelves to be ſuch, by | 
their ſo doing, that they may witneſs the | 
{ſpiritual Communion and Supper here ſpoken | 
of. There are many religious People, par- | 
ticularly in Holland, who do not profeſs to be 
of our Society, though they do not clearly 


at all; neiiſer by Heaven, for it is God's 


| he that offereth an Oblation, as if he offered 
Swine's Blood, he that burneth Incenſe, as if he 
24 an Idol: Tea, they have choſen their own 
\ Ways, and their Soul delighteth in their Abo- 
minations. I alſo will chaſe their Deluſions, 
and will bring their Fears upon them; becauſe 
|  wWwhenl1 called, none did anſwer ; when I ſpake 
they did not hear; but they did Evil before 
mine Eyes, and choſe that, in which I delighted | 
not. Here is the Reaſon laid down, wh 
the Lord, was angry with them. Theſe | 
Things afford great Inſtruction and Caution, | 
| and I dcfire that all may learn from what | 
| ſuch brought upon themſelves, through their 


— 


fee beyond the Uſe of Water-Baptiſm, and | 
Bread and Wine, do join with us in oppoling 4 

_ Swearing upon any Account; becauſe they 
are convinced, that all Swearing is 'forbid- | 
den by Chriſt, But I ſay unto you, Swear not 


Throne | 


Throne, nor by the Earth, for it 15 his 
Foot ſtool, neither by Jeruſalem, for 


S 0 0 NE 


U 


Enemies, bleſs them that curſe you, do 
good to them that hate you, and pray for them 


4 . $ 


T 


r 1 ASS 34 35; 1: 
it is the City of the great Ring, ne˙i : 


ther ſhalt thou ſwear by thy Head, becauſe thou 
canſt not make one Hair white or black, 
bat let your Communication be yea, yea ; 


nay, nay; for whatſoever is more than theſe, 


© cometh of Evil. And the Apoſtle James faith, } 
-t But above all Things, | my Brethren, Een 
| ſwear not; neither by Heaven, net- © 
ther by the Earth, neither by any other Oath ; 


Jam. f. 12. 


but let your yea be yea, and your nay nay, leaſt 


Jon fall into Condemnation. They are alſo one 

with us in oppoſing Fighting, becauſe they 
look upon it to be contrary to his Doctrine, 

that taught his Followers to love their Ene- 


mies ; But 125 unto you, love your \, 


which deſpitefully uſe jou, and perſecute yoga. 


They are of our Minds, that the Miniſtry 
| {ſhould be free; for they look upon it to be 
| contrary to . Chriſt's Doctrine, for Men to 
preach for Hire, and worldly Ends, who 
ſaid to his Miniſters, freely ye have 

received, freely give; and they are 1 
like wiſe one with us, in holding forth the 
4 univerſal Love of God to all Men. Now al- 


Mat. 10. 8. 


though there be many that are purely conſci- 


encious for the Uſe of Water -Baptiſm, and 
Bread and Wine, we have a great deal of 


Charity for all ſuch; for 


many that are now 


join d 


Ver. 37. = 


Te TT 
in Society with us, were once as much for the 
Uſe of theſe Things, as many. well-minded 


People now are, and as the Lord has mer- | 


| citully brought many of us, in a good De- 
| gree, to witneſs the ſpiritual Baptiſm and 
Supper, we deſire that others might be 


brought to the Experience thereof in them- | - 


| ſelves ; and he that witneſſes the Subſtance _ 
of what many allow that Water-Bapriſm, 


and Bread and Wine to be but outward and | 


vilible Signs of, is come to the End of the 
Signs; for I hope, I may be ſafe in faying, 
all Signs end in their Subſtance, Now as 


we have Charity for all them, who do con- | 


ſcienciouſly uſe theſe Things, we think they 
| ought to have Charity for us, if we diſuſe 


them; becauſe we believe they are ceaſed |. 


Rom. 14. 23, in Point of Obligation ; and we 
| Faith, is Sin. 


0 
2 


65 Cuncerning Perfection. 
IIS Doctrine of Perfection ſeems very 


oy ſtrange and novel, to many that wit- 
nets. but little Victory in themſelves, over 


their Luſts and Paſſions; and the Enemy of 


Man's Happineſs, has perſwaded many Peo- 
ple to believe, that there is no Poſſibility of 
overcoming their Corruptions and Sins, 
While they are here upon the Earth, Fat ſo 

Y | tne 
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read, that whatſoever is not of | 


doing God's Will, 


they may be quiet and eaſy. in them, or of | 
30d's and keeping his Com- 
mands, that ſo they may not endeavour for 


it. Now we believe, that God's 
Ways are equal, Is not m Way, ſaith _ 


the Lord, equal? God isjuſt in all his Do- 
|. ings, and requires no more of Men, than 
he gives them Ability to perform. If God 
did require that of Men, which they were 
| not able, neither of themſelves, nor by any 
| Grace received to perform, then it might be 
| faid, that his Ways were unequal, and that 
he was an hard Maſter, but that would be 
| abominable to charge upon the Almighty, 
Vubo is full of Juſtice and Equity, The w iſe. | 
| man faith, Fear God, and keep his . e e 
Commandments, for this is the whole © 
Dai) of May. Now if God requires this of 
| Men, as to be ſure he doth, then there is a 
Poſſibility of it, or elſe, as is before obſerved, 
his Ways are unequal ; but it is far from the 
| Children of God, to charge hin with In- 
| juſtice. The Diſobedient and Rebellious 
People of Iſrael ſaid, that the way of the 


| Lord was not equal, ler ſaith the Houſe ki. 16. 


of Iſrael, the Way of the Lord is not e- 29. 30. 
qual: O Hoaſe of Iſrael, are not my Ways 
equal ? are not your Ways unequal ? therefore I 


Will judge you, O Houſe of Iſrael, every Man ac- 
cording to his Ways, ſaith the Lord God; repent, 


and turn your ſelves from all your Tranſgreſſions, 


ſo Iniquity ſhall not be your Ruin. Now Reader 


from this 


Mat. 25. 24. | 


(34? 


this thon maylt g ither what Sort of People 5 
they were, ue faid the way of the Lord 
| was not equal, and we read in the Parable 
of the Talents, that it was the unprofitable | 
Servant that complained of his Lord; Ten 
; he which had received the one Ta- 


lent, came and ſaid, Lord, I knew 


1. that thou art an hard Man, reaping where 
thou haſt not Jown, and gathering where thou 1 


haſt not ſtrawed. 


Now we do not read, that the good Ser-/ 8 
vants, that had improved the Talents, com- 
plained of their Lord. But we freely own, 
that no meer Man of himſelf, by his own 
Power, as heis a Man, can do the Will of 
God, and keep his Commands; yet we be- 


Reer there is Power in that divine Grace, 


that the Apoſtle faith, has appeared to all 
Men, to enable them to overcome thoſe 
4 Things which are evil, and to do that which 
18 well PF” to God for the Grace of God, 


Tit. 2. that bringeth Salvation, hath appear- 


ed to all Men, teaching us that den- 


ing OW” and worldly Luſts, we ſpould live 


ſoberly, righteouſly and godly in this preſent. 


Vorld. Here is both the Univerſality and 
Sufficiency of it, excellently ſet forth by the 


A poſtle, My Grace, faith the Lord to the A. 
poſtle, is ſufficient for thee ; although we free- 
ly own, that we are weak of our ſelves, as 


Men, and cannot by our own Power do any 


Thing that is good, as Chriſt fard, Without | 


He 


Oy 


* 


| 2 you can do nothing; yet we ſay, there is 
Power and Sufficiency in the Grace of God, 
to enable Men to do his Will, and keep his 
Commands, as they take Heed unto it, 1am | 
able, ſaith the Apoſtle, through Chrift, who 

ſtrengthens me, to do all Things,  _ 


' TItdoth not conſiſt with the Wiſdom of the 
| Holy Ghoſt, that thoſe gracious Promiſes - 
Which are made conditionally, upon Men's | 
| overcoming, and doing the Commands of 
God, ſhould be made if there was no Poſſibi- 
| lity of it; as, He that overcomes, 13 
I {ball inherit all Things, andi a | 
will be his God, and he ſhall be my Son. He that | 
 overcometh the ſame ſhall be clothed 
in white Raiment, and ] will not „ 
4 blot out his Name out of the Book of Life, but I 
will confeſs him before my Father, and before | 
bis Angels. Him that overcom- a 
eth, will I make @ Pillar inthe oe oa i 
Temple of my God, and he ſhall go no more out, | 
and I will write upon him the Name of my God, | 
and the Name of the City of my God, which is | 
new Jeruſalem, which cometh down out of || 
Heaven from my God; and I will write | 
upom him my new Name. To him that 3 
1 overcometh will I give to eat of the Sn cw 
| -hidden Manna, and will give him a white 1 
Stone, and in the Stone a new Name writ- 
ten, which no Man knoveth, ſaving he that 
I „ receiveth | 
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AY Key 2 receiveth it. He that overcome | 1 


eth, ſhall not be hurt of the ſe- 
cond Death, Bleſſed are they that do bis | 
R E 10 Command ments, that they may 
have Right to the Tree of Life, 
E: and may enter in through the Gates into 
| the Ci th. 1 him Ln 3 will 
A rant to fit with me on m 
Mp *, $i nan even as I have rt 20 
| come, 1050 am fit down mith my Father in 
| his Throne. He that overcometh, ſhall enter 
in through the Gate into the Holy Ci- 
ty. And hereby we ao know, that we know 
i John. 5 him, if we keep his Command- 
ments. He that fea, I know him, 
and keepeth not his C ommanaments, is a Liar, 
i John: R 6 and the Truth is not in him ; bat 
whoſo keepeth his Word, in um, 5 

| verily is the! Love of Goa perfetted, hereby 


Ver. 6 know we that we are in him ; he that 


' faith, he abideth in him, oug ht him- | 
ſelf hs to walk even as he walked, O that | 
Chriltians ſo called, would conſider how they | 
ought to walk. It is very unjuſtifiable to 

deny Perfection, for we read, that Chriſt 


. . 0am e 
1 e to preſent the Church to 


4, 11.12. 13, God without Spot or Wrinkle, -1 
or an) ſuch Thing, but that it | 


ſbould by holy, and without Blemiſh, And 
he gave ſome- Apoſtles, and ſome Prophets, 
and e Evangeliſts, and ſome Paſtors, 

and 


| | and Teachers, fer the perfedting of the Saints, 
| for the Work of the Miniſtry, for the edi. 


in the Unity of the Faith, and of the Know-. 
ledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect Man, 
uno the Meaſure of the Stature of the Ful- 
Ines of Chriſt. And the Scriptures oP 
are for the making of the Man ot 16, 1 
| | God perfect, through Faith in 


| Chriſt Jeſus. Al! Scripture is given by Inſpi- 


ration of God, and is profitable for Doctrine, 


for Corroction, for Inſtruction in Righteouſneſs, 


that the Man of God may be throughly furniſhed 
unto all good Works. And the Apoſtle labour. 

Col. 1. 28. ed to preſent Men perfect; ſpeab- 
1 of Chriſt within the Hope of 


Glory, he ſaith, whom we preach, warning every 
Man, and teaching every Man in all wiſ- 


dom, that we may preſent every Man per- 


. fect in Chriſt Jeſus. Why ſhould they 


teach and preach for this End, if there was 


no Poſſibility of attaining it. Vet many have 


born hard upon us, for aſſerting ſuch Poſſibi- 


lity, although it be the Doctrine of Chriſt: If 
it de but well conſidered, I think they hold 
Perfect ion to a great Degree, that are called 
| God-fathers and God mothers, that do prom- 
iſe and vow three Things in the Name of a 


| Child when it is ſprinkled, wiz. That it ſal 


Forſale the Devil and all his Works the Pomps 
and Vanities of this Wicked World, with all 
| 47 I : | the 
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PONTA, - fofal fy * Fleſb; and 


C0 atechiſm 


Church of that it ſhall. do God's Holy Will, 
| England's and keep his Commandments, and BH 
wall in the ſame all the Days of 


it, Life. * I wiſh they themſelves may be 


found in the Practice of what they here pro- 
miſe for another. Ir is certain, Chriſtians 
ought to be as like Chriſt, as it's poſſible for 


Men and Women to be, 4 to walk even as {1 


he walk'd, as far as they are capable. 


He was holy, humble, meek and a ol 


ful; but how much the Reverſe are too ma- 


ny that profeſs to be his Followers. Many 


who are for Imperfe&ion, and fay, there is | 
no Victory over Sin while here, do urge | 
that of the Apoſtle Paul, where he ſaith, For 

'T know that in me, that is, in my 
Fleſh, dwelleth no good Thing ®. 0 
| 20 will is preſent with me, but how to perform 
that which is good, I find not; for the Good 

that T would, that Ido not; bat the Evil which | 


Rom. 7. 18. 


I would not, that Ido. And ver. 
Nom. 7. 21. 


22, 22, 24. 21. he faith, I find then a Law, 
that when 1 weld ao Good, Evil is 

preſent with me; for 1 delight i in the Linw of 

God, after the inward Man; but 7 ſee another 


Low in my Members, warring againſt the 'Law 


of my Mind, and bringing me into Captivity to 


the Law of Sin, mhich is in my Members: 0 
wretched Man that I am, who ſhall deliver me 
from the Bod) of this Death. If the Reader 
pleaſe, he may read the whole Chapter 


through 


(59) 
through for his own Satisfaction; but we 
may not reaſonably ſuppoſe this to be the 
Apoſtle's preſent State, but rather perſona- 
ting the carnal State of others, or himfelf be- 
fore Converſion, when he faith, ver. 14. 


t Tam carnal, ſold under Sin; for we be- 
lieve he was in a happy State and Condition, 


when he wrote that Epiſtle ; as he ſaith in 


| the fixth Chapter, verſe 2. How ſhall we that 
are dead to Sin, live any longer therein. And 
in the eighth Chapter, verſe 1. There is nom 


| wefs, and the End everlaſting Life. 
And John ſaith in his firſt Epiſtle, 


| ing 3 ans, that LU Ley were compleat 


| 7herefore no Condemnation to ws which are in 
| Chriſt Jeſus, who walk not after the Fleſh, but | 


after the Spirit, for the Law of the Spirit, of 


| Life in Chriſt Jeſus, hath made me free from | 
the Law of Sin and Death: I wiſh that all 
might come to experience theſe Things in 
themſelves. Now Reader, if thou wilt ob- 


ferve, although many ſay, that there is no | 
Freedom from Sin on this Side of the Grave, 


the Apoſtle faith in the fixth of the ſame 
| Epiſtle, verſe 22. to the believing Romans, 
but now being made free from Sin, and become 


Servants to God, ye have your Fruit unto Holi- 
1 John 2. 14. 


| 1have written unto you young Men, becauſe Je 
are ſtrong, and the Wordof God abideth in you, 


and ye have overcome the wicked one. May all 
come to the Experience of this in themſelves. | 
The Apoſtle Paul faith to the believ- Cc 2. 10. 


in 


% 


6,03 
' 


'  meration, a royal Prieſthood, an holy 


forth the Praiſes of him who had called them out 
| of Darkneſs into his marvellous Light, To be 


| ſure theſe did not break the Commands of | 
God daily, in Thought, Word and Deed. 
We know that the Son of God is come, | 

and has given us an Underſtanding, | 


that we may know him that is true; and we 


ki Joh, 5. 20. 


are in him, that is true, even in his Son Jeſus 
| x Joh. 3. . 


e called the Sons of God ; therefore the World 


| knoweth us not becauſe it knew him not. 


is, and every Man that hath this Hope in him, 
parifieth himſelf, even as he is pure, John 


1 ſaith, Whoſoever abideth in him, ſin 
| neth not. Whoſoever is bory of God, 
| doth not commit Siu; for his Seed remaineth in 


him, and he cannot ſin; becauſe he is born of God, 4 
It is contrary to the Divine Nature to fin; 
and as Men are born of it, they will not only 
know a ceaſing from Sin, but it will be their 
Pleaſure and Delight to do the Will of God: 


Except 
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in him, which is the Head of all Principallity 
4 und Power. The Apoſtle Peter told the Be- 
1 Pet. 2.3. lievers, that they were a choſen Ge- 


Nation, a peculiar People, that they mig bt ſbem 


_ Chriſt : This is the true God and eternal Life: 
_ Behold what manner of Love the Father | 
hath beſtowed upon us, that we ſhould 


Beloved, now are we the Sons of God, andit 
Chad. 2. 40th not yet appear, what we ſhall be 

ee. 3: Fat me know that when he ſhall appear, 

we ſhall be like him, for we ſhall ſee him as he | 


N 


Except a Man be born again, he cannot ſee 


AJ | the Kin dom of God. Unleſs Men are 


born of the Divine and Heavenly Na- 


ture, they can never come to do the Will of 


God, nor keep his Commands; for it is impo- 
ſſible for Men, while they are in the fallen 


- and degenerate State, to do God's Will, and 


walk in his Way, we read That Enoch walked g 
with God, and before he was tranſlated, the |} 


Text faith, he bad this Teſtimony, that he | 


| pleaſed God, Heb. 11. 5. and concerning Ta- 


| harias and his Wife Elizabeth, the Text fays | 


Luke 1. 6. They were both righteous before 


Goa, walking in all the Commanaments and Or- 
| dinances of the Lord, Blameleſs ; and that all 

| might take ſuch heed to that Divine Grace 
and good Spirit, which God has graciouſly 
ſent 1nto their Hearts, that they might walk 4 
| in all well-pleaſing before him, and in the | 
| End have an Inheritance amongſt them that 
are ſanctified, is my ſincere Defire. 


7 8 4 


- n 


7. Concerning the Reſunedion.. 


TL) ECAUSE we do not hold with a great 


many People, in their groſs Concepti- 


bons concerning the Reſurrection, therefore 


ſome have not ſtuck to ſay we deny it; 
but we believe firmly, that there 


Will be a Reſurrection of the Juſt Ren ac. 12g. 


| | : f 20 Cor. 1 
and Unjuſt, and that God will 3 15 5 
3 give 


his Works, whether they be good or evil; 


but faith the Apoſtle Paul, Some Man will ſay, | 


how are the Dead raiſed up, and with what Bo- 
dy do they come ; he faith to ſuch a curious 


Enquirer, Thou Fool, that which thou ſoweſt is | 


4 ot quickned, except it die; and that 
Cor 1. 7. d, except it die; and that 
38, 39, 40. | 

© 4.1, 1. ah Body that ſball be, but bare grain, 


it may chance of Wheat, or ſome other Grain, but 
| God giveth it a Boby as it hath pleaſed him, and | 


to every Seed his own Bot. 


ba beg 2 ther of Birds; tbere are alſo Celeſtial 


Hodies, and Bodies Terreſtrial ; but 


| : 


the Glory of the Celeſtial is one, and the Glory 


cf the Terreſtrial is another, there is one Glory of 
| * the Sun, and another Glory of the Moon, and ano- | 
ther Glory of the Stars, for one Star differeth from | 
another Star in Glory, ſo alſo is the Reſurrectun 


of the Dead, it is ſown in Corruption, it is raiſed 


raiſed in Power, It is ſown a natural Body, it 


is raiſed a ſpiritual Body. There is a natural | 
 Boah, and there is a Spiritual Bod). We be- 
| lieve, if we faithfully ſerve the Lord while | 


we are here, we ſhall have ſuch glorified Bo- 
dies hereafter, . as He, in His Wiſdom fees fit, 
and that ſatisfies us, but the hoe 
BCD ea, — 


which thou ſomeſt, thou Joweſt not | 


A4 Fleſh is not the ſame Fleſh, but there is | 
one Rind of Relb of Mes). ber H of | 


' Beaſts, another of Fiſhes, and ano- | 


— 


in Incorraption, it is ſuwn in Diſhonour, it is | 
raiſed in Glory, it is ſown in Weakneſs, it is 


give to every Man a- Reward according to 


I 
— 


+ 


ww ww | © 
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VyVerſe the goth, that Heſb and Blood 


they Were paſt from Death to Life, be- 
cauſe they 


And faith Paul i 
Pleaſure, is dead while ſbeliveth. While Men j 
and Women remain in a State of Death and 
Alienation from the Lord, they are full of 
| * 7. and, Wo one a 
| they live to Ffati 

| Fleſh, weread, _=_ whoſoever doth 


1 Fr hz 1 loveth not his Brother. 


"3 


Cor. 16.30 | 
cannot inherit the Kingdom of God, £155 4 


neither doth Corruption inherit Incorruption : : 
Now what we deſire is, that all 8 know | 
a Part in the firſt Reſurrection, iN 


Rev. 20. It 


Bleſſ ed and holy is he that hath Part 


in the Firſt Brela, on lach the | fron 
Death hath no Power. 5 


The true Chriſtians knew, that 

I sch. 3. 
: ; 
loved the Brethren : He e 
Text) that loveth not 1 Brother, 


(alth , the 


alidleth in = of V boſoever. hateth his Brother, = 
is a Murderer, and no Mur derer, faith John, 4 


hath eternal Life abiding in him: 


1 m. 6. 
ſhe that lives in 5 


gainſt another; and 
the Luſtful adi v of the 


not Ri g hteouſueſs, is not of God, nei- ere 
O that all 
would ſeriouſly conſider of theſe Things, for 
it is greatly to be lamented, how. wide ma- 


ny of the Profeſſors of Chriſtianity live from 
the Doctrine of Chriſt and the Primitive 
Chriſtians: It 
ſecond Adam, 


It is as Men come to know the 
the Lord from Hea ven, the 
quickning Spirit, to quicken them, and 


4 make them Ahe, that they come to love one 


another 


; FONT i PI Oe 
another as Chriſtians ought todo, and if all 
did but live in the Spirit and Doctrine of 


| Chrift, they would not only be full of Love 
and good Will one to another, bur would al- | 


ſo bring forth other holy and good Fruits, 


and they whoſe Fruits are unto Holineſs 
| | Ny 
{ ſow in this World, ſo they may expect to 
| reap in the next, we read, that he that ſows | 
ſhall of the Spirit reap Life ever 


laſting, and he that ſows to the Fleſh, ſhall of the | ” 


their End will be everlaſting Life. As Men 


to the Spirit, 


Heſb reap Corruption. Men are not only ac- 


countable for groſs Sins, but we are told by 


| Chriſt our Lord, that a Man muſt give an 


Account in the Day of Judgment for every 
idle word he ſpeaks, and the wiſe Man faith, 
| God will bring every Work to Judgment, with 

every ſecret Thing, whether it be good or evil. 


Now we think it not ſafe for any to be too in- 


with what Bodies they ſhall come, leaft that 
Reproof of the Apoſtle, thou Fool, ſhould be- 


long to them ; but let us all endeavour to live 
as becomes the Children of God, that when 


we lea ve this World, we may have the com- 


Nau 


quiſitive how the Dead ſhall be raiſed, and 


| fortable Anſwer of well done, enter into the 
Kingdom prepared for you from the Foundation of 
; theWorld, and all ſuch will know a glorious 


8 Concluſion. 5 


u believeſt,, faith the Apoſtle, there . 1 
| zs one God, thou doſt well, the De- ene 
vils alſo believe and tremble; but wilt thou 


9 
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A; Fi. T he Concluſion. 


| AVING made the foregoing Obſerya- 
_ tions, which are left to the Reader's 
{erious Conſideration ; what I greatly deſire, 
is, that all may come to the practical Part of 
true Religion and Chriſtianity ; for altho* a 
Man may believe, according to the Scripture, 
| that there are three that bear Record _ TOO . 
in Heaven, the Father, the Word, N es. 
and the Holy Ghoſt; and that theſe Three are 
One: And alſo believe, that Chriſt was con- 
| ceived by the Holy Ghoſt, born of the Virgin 
Mar, and that he wrought many wonder- 
ful Miracles, and ſuffered Death upon the 
| Croſs, as he was Man (for he could not die 
Las he was God) and that he was dead and 


| buried, and roſe again, and aſcended up to 
| Heaven ; and that he is alſo come again by 


Life, for we read, that without Holi. 
neſs, no Man ſhall ſee the Lord. Thou 


- 


nom, O vain Man, that Faith with 


* , E Ver. 26. 
out Works is dead. Fer as the Body 


| without the Spirit is dead, ſo Fait) without 
e ee orks 


his Spirit into Men's Hearts; although a 
Man may believe all theſe great Truths, and 
| all the Articles of the Chriſtian Faith; all 
I this will not entitle him to a Part inthe King. | 
dom of God, unleſs he come to live an Holy 


066), 


. 18. Works is dead, he faith, ſbe meth 


| ſhew thee my Faith by my Works. The Saints 
Faith gave them Victory, and wrought 
by Love, to the puryfy ing of their Hearts. 


Ihe practical part of Chriſtianity is too much 

wanting amongſt many of them that profeſs | 
1... „ „ to be the Followers of Chriſt. 10 
' wiſit the Widow and Fatherleſs in 

their Aſfliction, and to keep themſelves unſpotted | 
from the World, is the Religion which will | 
_ avail Men in a dying Hour. It is very good | | 
for thoſe unto whom the Lord has opened his | 

Hande wide, and bleſt with a plentiful Share | 


bol theſe low Things, to be full of Bowels of 


oOppreſs the Widow and Fatherleſs, is the 
that they hate this, the Scripture ſaith, hat 


in their Hearts againſt ill Things, but ma- 
ny for Want of this, have fallen into very 
dad Company, and evil Things, whereby 


tempt upon themſelves. Bad Company has 
been the Overthrow of many, My Son, faith 


Faith without thy Works, and I will 


Compaſſion towards them that are in Want 
and diſtreſs, and to ſtand up for the Right | 
of the Widow and Fatherleſs, this is one 

part of true Chriſtianity; but to wrong and 


| Reverſe of Chriſtianity ; many, not only | 
amongſt us, but I hope, alſo amongſt other | 
Societies, have ſo much of the Fear of God, | | 


they have brought great Ruin and Con-“ 


a at. R 1 „ ²˙ m wa — 5 


the Fear of God is to hate Pride and Arrogancy, | 
and the Evil Way, The more Men live in | 
the Fear of God, there is the greater Hatred | 


as 9 
the wiſe Man, F Sinners entice thee, conſent 
not. The Enemy of Men's Happineſs, doth 

often make Uſe of ill Inſtruments to draw. 

People into ill Things; and as many have 

been dran into very wrong and ill Things, 

by keeping of looſe and bad Company; ſo 
believe many have been greatly corrupted, 
through reading of corrupt and ill Books, ſo 
that ſome from reading of Atheiſtical Books, 
have arrived to a great Degree of Atheiſm. 


Bw : 


- 
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But it is very profitable to read the Holy 
Scriptures, which proceeded from the good 
| Spirit af God; as People read them in the | 
ſame Spirit from which they did proceed; 


: and there are alſo a great many other good 

- | Books that are written by ſuch as did fear | 
God, which do greatly tend to promote Pie- | 
1 fy o_ Virtue, and are very profitable to be 

Great Controverſies have been, and yet 

4 are amongſt the Profeſſors of Chriſtianity, | 


about Religion : One faith one Thing, and 


a. 


; | another another, fo that I believe, man 
| well minded People are at a very great Stand | 
* | to know which is the right Way: Now the | 
1 Apoltle Peter, by the Direction of the Holy } 
J Ghoſt, has told us, chat God is no Re- A th. 36 I 
„ /Jpeiter of Perſons, but in every Nat. WP; | 
Y | on, he that fears God and works Righteouſneſs, | 
4 is accepted with him. Now here are the Terms | 


and Conditions clearly laid down, upo 
which Acceptance with God ſtands; and 
this is what we deſire all People may come 


” — ov 
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to be found in the Prad ice of, that ſo * : 
Bitterneſs and Envy one a ainſt another, a- 
bout Religion, might ceaſe and come to an 
End, that Truth and Righteouſneſs may 
flouriſh i in the Earth. 


If all did but truly live in the Fear of God 


| as they ought to do, there would be an holy 1 
| Harmony among the Children of Men, and 
B Love, Peace, Mercy, Truth, Juſtice and E- | 
| 2. would abound amongſt them; but 
or want of this, how doth Strife, Envy, us 1 
juſtice and Oppreſſion, abound, even amongſt 
many of them, who profeſs to be the Diſci- 


ples and Followers of Chriſt. O that the 


ence; ſo that I believe many pious and good | 
People are thankful beyond what they can 


expreſs in Words, that they were provatled - 


upon to ſerve him, 
And ſuch are concerned in Heart, that 


others might alſo be gained upon to ſerve the 
Lord, that ſo they might be truly happy; it | 
is for this End, that many of our Religious | 
g cod Friends, have travelled from one Land 
and Country to another, in Hazard of their 
Lives, it is alſo upon this Account, that many 


Children of Men had but in their own Ex- | 
perience, what great Reward and Peace 
there is in living in the Fear of God, and in |, 
keeping of his Commands, then they would 
ſerve him with Pleaſure, for there is Peace | 
and Comfort in obeying and ſerving the 
Lord, beyond what any are ſenſible of, e, 
cept choſe that have it in their own Experi- 


| | 


ie? — 


have appeared in Print, that i 
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f poſſible, 
| they might be inſtrumental to gain upon the 
| | Children of Men, to fear and ſerve the 
| Lord, for if Men obſerve a thouſand out- 


| ward Obſervations, if they do not obey the 


Lord, they will not all render them accep-- 
.| table in his Sight: Samuel told Saul, that 


Obedience was better than Sacrifice, and to 


| hearken to the Voice of God, Was better than the | 
. Fora Ran. M 


When it pleaſed God to reach to the An 1 


|| poſtle Paul, and bring him to partake of his 
|| Love and Goodneſs, how did his Bowels 


yern for his Relations and Kinsfolks after the 


|| Pleſh, that they might be gained upon to 

ſerve the Lord. And his Love did not only 
J. reach to them, but to Mankind univerſally, 
I for in his firſt. Epiſtle to Timothy, he ſaith, | 


; | Texhort that Prayers and Interceſſi- 
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ons, &c. be made for all Men, and + Cor. 5+ 20s 


the Apoſtle laboured as iz Chriſt's Stead, that 
| Men might be reconciled to God: O what could 


a true Chriſtian, that hath the Mind of 


Chriſt, go through, that Men might be won | 


. upon to ſerve God truly, that ſo they might 


experience the Love and Goodneſs of God in 


| themſelves; for the Nature of the Love of | 
|| Godis ſuch, that when it prevails in Men's | 
Hearts, then they deſire that others might 
come to ſhare thereof with them, as the 


good Man of old ſaid, Come, I. 7 And 
| fee that the Lord is good. It is when Men are 


truly prevailed upon, by the Power of Di- 


1 ee 


Peace and Comfort which they enjoy, who 


truly ſerve the Lord, is very incouraging to 1 


them to perſevere therein. Friendly Reader, 


if thou believeſt the Death and Sufferings of | 
| the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who was cructhed | 


without the Gates of Jeruſalem, according as 


the Holy Scriptures relate, let not this fatisty by 
_ thee, but be concerned that thou mayit 


know the Lord to bear Rule, and ſet up his 


Kingdom in thy Heart, then will it be eaſy | 

for thee todo the Will of God, and keep his 
| Commands. And if thou haſt a Value and | 
Eſteem for the holy Scriptures, do not ſatis- 
fy thy ſelf with only reading the Experiences 


ol the holy Men of God, that ſpake what 


| they were Witneſſes of, who knew a being 
| waſhed by the Water of Regeneration, but 
ſeek that thou mayſt alſo come to the Expe- | 
rience thereof in thy ſelf. And if thou art 

conſcientious for the outward Water-Bap- | 
tiſm, and Bread and Wine, be careful thou | 


do not reſt in the outward Obſervations, 


ſhort of that inward and ſpiritual Baptiſm | 
and Communion which the good Chrittians | | 
of old witneſſed; that through the Enjoy- 


ment thereof, thou mayſt grow beyond the 
Uſe of the outward and viſible Signs: And 
as thou findſt that fome of old knew an over- 
coming of the Enemy of their Souls, and re- 


vine Love, that they come to be in Love 
with God, and to run the Ways of his Com. | 
mands with Cheerfulneſs ; for if there were | 
no future Rewards and Puniſhments, that | 


Jy 
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- | ceived Power to 
_ conſider what Victory thou haſt gotten over 
the Enemy in thy ſelf. And as ſome People 
have been too inquiſitive how the Dead 
| ſhould be raiſed, and with what Bodies they 
| ſhould come, let it be thy great Concern to 


al 


9 


become the Sons of God, 


know thou art raiſed out of the Grave of 


Sin and Iniquity, that thou mayſt walk 
| with the Lord in newneſs of Lite, and live 
| to his Praiſe and Glory, . whilſt thou haſt a 
| Being here, that ſo thou mayſt attain to the 


Reſurrection of the Juſt hereafter. 0 


Vas the Lord in his wonderfull Love and 
Mercy, has ſent the Son of his dear Love, 


the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, to die for the Chil- 


dren of Men, whilſt they were Enemies ro 
him; I tenderly defire that all may conſider 
the great Love of God to them therein; and 


as he is the Fountain and Author of all the 


| Good that we receive, it is greetly to be de- 
fired that his long forbearence, great Good- 


| read that the Long - ſuffering of 


the Lord had long ſtriven with 


gained upon, then he deſtroyed 
them all, ſave only eight Perſons 


neſs, and manifold Mercies extended to the 


Children of Men, might engage them 
to Care and Watchfulneſs : We 


1. Pet. 3. 29. 


God waited in the Days, of Noah, while the 
Ark, was preparing ; and -when _ 
them by his Spirit, and they would not be 


that were in the Ark. It is not long ſince | 


the Peſtilence did very much prevail in 


trance 
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| ſwept away. Now as the Lord has mer- 
cifully ſpared the People of theſe Countries, 
and the Britiſh Iſles adjacent, in lengthni 


Life; for the Lord, as a tender Father, 
ſeeks to endear the Children of Men to bim- 
ſelf, by his Kindneſs and Love. 

An friendly Reader, that thou, and all 


is the ſincere Deſire of one of the Pe 
ed N N 
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cular Account of our Principles there is an 


which been printed in En «fo Latin, 
Wi High and Low Datel, French an 
which he ls refered. ;  --— * 


- 


4 Men may be prevailed upon, to walk hum- 
bly with God, and live ſuch pious and holy 
Lives, that the great and good End for 
which the Lord has made Man, and given 
him a Being upon the Earth, to ſhew forth 

his Praiſe and Glory, may be anſwered, that 
thou and they may be happy to all he Ta | 


Bx. Wi Hons. 


11 the Reader deſires 2 more full ad parti- ; 


= 1394 written by RozexT BaRCT Ax, 
8 


| e by which many Thoufands were 


a Day of Mercy to them; I deſire that bY 
great Goodneſs and long forbearance, may | 
lead them to Repentance and Amendment of + | 
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